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A s Supernatural's season four 

continues, forces are massing on 
both sides of the good and evil 
divide, and it’s not always clear which Is 
which! As the Winchester brothers face 
a possible Apocalypse, we catch up with 
Jared and Jensen this issue to get their 
take on the new revelations in the series’ 
mythology, and what it's like to film those 
emotional scenes. 

Probably the two figures who have 
the biggest influence over Dean and Sam 
in season four are the angel on Dean’s 
shoulder, Castiel, and the demon on 
Sam's, Ruby. This issue we interview the 
actors who play these two opposing 
forces in their lives, Misha Collins and 
Genevieve Cortese. Who can be trusted? 
Well, that would be telling. 


Elsewhere in the issue, we find out 
more about the history of the most 
prevalent threat Sam and Dean face - 
demons - and take a look with director 
Bob Singer at the episode where things 
really were black and white for the boys: 
Monster Mov/e. 

Supernatural wouldn’t be what it is 
without the talented people working in 


front of and behind the cameras, so we 
talk to production designer Jerry Wan^ 
and his team, who put so much detail into 
creating the distinctive look of the series. 

Hope this issue rocks your worldl 


Supernatural Magazine 
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The boys talk about season four : 
and where they go from here,,. 
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Take your pick between Dean and Sam! 


28 DIRECTOR’S CUT: 

SPOTLIGHT ON MONSTER MOVIE 

Director Bob Singer shares his thoughts 
on helming season four’s monochrome 
homage to classic horror films. 


38 CLASSIC EPISODE - NIGHTSHIFTER 

A look back at the season two episode 
where Sam and Dean fought the law, 
and the law nearly won! 

66 WHO YOU C^NNA CALL? 

Extra-sensory pets, crop circles, and j 

subliminal messages all test Sam and 
Dean's hunting knowledge... I 


26 MYTHS & LEGENDS 

A look at the history and lore behind some 
of the most enduring creatures in 
mythology, and in Supematura/: demons! 





NEWS & VIEWS 


r "Heavenly 
is; ;reature« 


Jared and Jensen at Comic-Con, the latest Supernatural 
news stories, and the Top Five Monster Kills! 


You share your opinions, and we look at the case 
ot the Borley Rectory in 'Fact or Fiction.' 


FEATURES 


IF LOOKS COULD KILL. 


Supernatural’s production designer Jerry Wanek 
and his team tell us about creating the look of 
the show. 


a divine audience with the «otor who plays 
four’s angelic newcomer Castiel, Misha Collins. 


Actress Genevieve Cortese tells all about playing the 
new "meat suit" for demon Ruby in season four... 


We bring you the lowdown on the 
Salute to Supernatural convention 
Chicago this past November. 


CONTENTS 





thou? 


' \ 3 \. 





KTM 


MANNERS 


IN MEMORIAM 


* season four has seen Sam 
and Dean at odds about 
their methods, as well as the 
information each has kept 
from the otha-. But is the myth-arc of 
Supernatural favoring one over the other? 

Answering fans' questions on the 
teievision web site BuddyTv.oom, head 
writer and supervising producer Sera 
Gambia responded to concerns that Dean 
might have overshadowed Sam in season 
four in some fans' minds; "You know, 
when i'm sitting down to break an episode 
of the story, i think of [Sam and Dean] as 
a unit, or as sort of two cogs that work 
together, i think we realiy see them that 
way; we see them as two components of 
a greater story at ail times. That said, 
i think especi^iy because the angeis have 
been such a Rashy and successful new 
element of the storyline, and they appear 
at times to be so much more cohnected to 
Dean - that might kind of magnify his light 
in season four a little bit." Gamble told 
BuddyTv's John Kubicek. 

"It's hard for me to put myself 
in this mindset," she continued, “because 
I've written so much material for Sam 
lately. I guess the best way that I can 
answer that question is to say that there 
is a serious arc for Sam in the second half 
of the season, we have an end point that 
we're headed towards. And it's serious. 

It's fairly substantial and it's something 
that we’ve built into the first half. We had 
to deal with Dean coming out of Hell in 
the first several episodes, that's true. So, 
there’s a shift." Gamble explained that 
appearances can be deceptive, saying, 

“I think Sam’s [way of dealing with things] 
becomes more and more internal, and he 
talks less about stuff as time goes on. It’s 
interesting to write him that way because 
he says less, but 1 don't consider that to 
be the same thing as disappearing from 
the script. I think, especially If you watch 
Jared’s performance, it's interesting to 
see how much he's saying in the scenes 
where ostensibly the focus might be on 
another character who's saying more. 
There's a Sam story going on as well.’’ 

The full interview with Gamble can be 
found at www.buddytv.com. 


I t was with great sadness that we at The Official Supernatural 

Magazine beard as we went to press of the death of Supernatural 
director and executive producer Kim Manners, who passed away 
on January 25, 2009 from complications caused by lung cancer. 

Supernatural creator Eric Kripke summed up the feelings of the series 
i cast and crew in a statement saying, “Everyone at Supernatural is walking 
I around in a daze, shocked and absolutely devastated. Kim was a brilliant 
I director: more than that, he was a mentor and friend. He was one of the 
k patriarchs of the family, and we miss him desperately. He gave so much to 
Supernatural, and everything we do on the show, now and forever. Is in 
memory of him.” 

Actor Jim Beaver, who’d worked with the director many times while 
playing Bobby Singer on Supernatural said on his official MySpace page, 

? “Jim is in mourning for one of the best friends and best directors he’s 
ever known - Kim Manners." 

I ^ Starling his directing career back in the 1970s with the classic 
• \ Charlie's Angels, Manners was a highly respected and prolific director, 

! perhaps best known before Supernatural for directing many episodes of 
|- the global smash hit The X-Files. He worked on Supernatural since the 
•' start of season one, directing many of its best-loved episodes, including 
Heart, Houses Of The Holy, Mystery Spot, No Rest For The Wicked, and 
Lazarus Rising, We know he'll be greatly missed not only by the cast and 
crew, but also every Supernatural fan. Our thoughts and sympathies go 
out to his family and friends. 








B ronze is an alloy of copper and tin (though originally it contained 
the toxic arsenic instead of tin). One of the most important metals 
invented by man, bronze was particularly connected with Ancient 
Greece, and was often used to make armor or weapons. In 
Supernatural, of course, it was used to make the dagger that Bobby killed 
the Siren with. This use of bronze to kill monsters has its precedents in 
Greek mythology, as the hero Perseus used a polished bronze shield to 
avoid being turned to stone by the gorgon Medusa's stare. Sirens 
themselves originated from Greek myths, in which they tried unsuccessfully 
to lure the heroes Odysseus and Jason and his Argonauts to their deaths. 
The Siren the Winchesters encountered was just as unsuccessful in the end. 


SEEN THEM BEFQRL 

THIS ISSUE; TODD STASHWICK 


"he Asylum Supernatural 
convention in Birmingham, UK 
from May 29-31 has added a 
very special guest to its line-up yM 
- Jensen AckiesI Jensen will join 
Misha Collins (Castief), Samantha 
Smith (Mary Winchester). Amy ' 
Gumenick (Young Mary Winchester). i 
Matt Cohen (Young John 
Winchester), Alona Tal (Jo Harveile), 
and others! You can find out more at 
z.rogueevent.co.uk/asylum/ 

Proof positive that 
Supernatural's season four • 
is building up the show’s 
critical and popular 
acclaim even further, it made • 
TV Guide's prestigious end-of-year 
Best Shows of 2008 list, which 
commented. “Angels and demons. 
Smoking-hot stars. And a wicked . 
sense of humor. Just a few of the 
reasons this one has TV’s most 
obsessive fans." Obsessive? Us? 

'• Okay, they may have a point there... 


Praise comes too from 
the Chicago Tribune's 
'The Watcher' columnist 
Maureen Ryan, who is a 
long-time supporter of the series, ' 
She named Supernatural one of her 
Best Shows of 2008, for "packing 
meaty thrills, dude-tastic humor and ' . 
solid storytelling into each episode." ' 
http://featuresblogs.chicagotribune, • 
com/entertainment_tv/2008/12/!ost- ' 

battlestar.html 

3 know Supernatural's 
episode titles often have 
a story behind them, and 
season four’s titles have __ 

, been more off-the-wall than-^; 
mosti It's certainly paid off, 

however, as the New York Posts • 

PopWrap blog has singled out the sene?" 
for praise, saying it has TV's Best Titles, 
with particular praise going to Crr'ss 
Angel Is A Douchebag. Find out what 
they had to say on their blog at 

http://blogs,nypost.com/popwrap/ . . 

archives/2008/1 2/supernatural.ha.html 


Memorable Supernatural 
guest stars hunted down... 


T hqjieOt you recognized the 
"Dracula’’ form of the 
shapeshifter in season four’s 
Monster Moviel It wouldn't be 
surprising, as actor Todd Stashwick 
has an extensive resume of 
television roles under his belt. 

As well as recent roles in shows 
like The Mentallst, Terminator 
Sarah Connor Chronicles. 

Ghost Whisperer. Psych. Burn Notice, 
and The Middieman, he also had a 
recurring role in drama The Riches. Playing 
supernatural creatures wasn’t new to Todd, 
as before Supernatural he'd played 
a Vocah Demon in an episode of Angel, 
and a M’ 



iurpivE 

MONSTER KILLS! 


Sam and Dean have taken' 
more than their fair share of 
demons, ghosts, and other assdM 
monsters, but which have been ’ 
their most impressive take-downs 
so far? 


Sam the vampire siayer! 

(307 Fresh Blood) j 

Renegade hunter Gordon 
Waiker had been a thorn in 
the Winchesters' sides for 
a whiie, whether it was in 
his crueity toward harmiess 
vampires like Lenore, his 
kidnapping of Dean, 
or later, when he was turned 
into a vampire himseif. When 
Gordon started turning peopie 
into vampires as weii, 
however, Sam had to take 
action, using a iength of wire 
and a iot of strength to 
behead the former hunter. 
Now that's how you kiil 
a vampire! 


One for Mom (222 AH Hell 
Breaks Loose Part 2) 

One of the most emotionaliy 
satisfying kilis for Sam and 
Dean had to be that of the 


Merry Christmas! 1 

(308 A Very Supernatural 
Christmas) 

Tied to chairs in two pagan 
gods (the Carrigans') 
kitchen, and having their 
fingernaiis puiled out. it 
seemed Sam and Dean 
would need to improvise. 

The brothers needed stakes 
of evergreen wood to stab 
the gods with, so it was 
lucky for them it was the 
hoiidays and that the couple 
were sticklers for a well- 
trimmed Christmas tree. 
Perhaps, for their sake, the 
Carrigans should have 
opted for an artificial tree! 


Dean to the rescue 
(122 Devil's Trap) 

If the Yellow-Eyed Demon 
was difficult to kill, his 
"children" were no picnic 
to deal with either. When 
Sam was jumped and 
beaten mercilessly by the 
demon's son Tom, it was 
his big brother who came 
to the rescue in the nick of 
time, dropping Tom with 
a well-aimed bullet from 
the demon-killing Colt. It 
was the "wasting" of this 
shot, too. that helped tip 
them off later that their dad 

the Yellow-Eyed Demon. 


the brothers on the tail 
of the demon who'd killed 
their mom. Jess, and 
indirectly dad John - and 
(temporarily) Sam, too. 

When Dean finally got the 
drop on ol' Yellow Eyes with 
the Colt, it was a case of 
just desserts for the demon. 
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Words: > 

Nicholas Knight ^ 


here have been some 
shocking, horrifying, 
amusing, and outright 
amazing viBu^ds so 
far in Supernatural’s 
fourth season, hut 
there’s one image that Jensen Ackles 
can’t get out of his head: “I think tlie 
poster of the fourth season should just 
be my hand coming out of the ground [in 
the beginning of Lazarus Rising^. That’s 
my favorite shot so far,” he states. 

Overall, Ackles says he’s “excited 
about the look of season four, because 
we did a different treatment with season 
three. I don’t know if people noticed, 
but season three was a lot brighter than 
season one and season two. We’re back 
to the original look of what the show was 
meant to be. It needs to be that way; it 
works so much better for the story we’re 
telling and for the types of episodes we’re 
shooting. If you ask anyone on the crew, 
including the lighting people and the 
camera guys, they’ll be in total 
agreement with me there.” 

Of course, it’s not just the look of 
the show that’s got Ackles fired up about 
season four. “This has the potential to 
be our best season,” he asserts. “The fact 
that Dean has now been tied into the 
whole mythology of the show really 
throws a curveball into everything that’s 
been hnilding up. I like that, because the 
show's been building toward this apex for 
so long and now it’s like, 'Wait a minute, 
there’s another apex right next to it...’ 

I think exposing that and tying one of 
the boys into it makes for a really 
riveting story this season. I’m excited 
about that.” 


Supernatural season four has seen 
some huge devefopments in the 
mythology of the series, but what do 
Jared and Jensen think of it all? The 
Official Supernatural Magazine caught 
up with them on set to find 


supernato® 




Ackles is certainly not a selfish actor, 
but he is an accomplished one, £ind his 
skills have continued to grow throughout 
the course of working on Supernatural. 
“Jensen’s really had a solid grasp on 
Dean since the beginning,” notes Jared 
Padalecki. “He’s gotten progressively 
better and better. To his credit, he was 
much more aware of who Dean was and 
much more certain of how he was going 
to play Dean- From the get-go he was 
doing a fantastic job. 

“When I go back and watch some of 
the season one and season two episodes, 

I was still finding myself," Padalecki 
says. “I was still finding Sam. Luckily, 
Sam was still finding Sam, too, so it 
wasn't like, 'What’s this guy doing? 

There are moments from season one 
where Sam says [something] that he says 
the exact opposite [of] in season two. 
That's the writers and me and Sam kind 
of figuring it all out.” 

“Jared may disagree with me.” Ackles 
inserts, “but I think as a performer he’s 
miles ahead of where he started; he’s 
definitely grown.” Padalecki agrees. “As 
an actor playing Sam, I think I’ve 
changed and grown. It’s so tough to 
really know, because Supernatural is my 
life nine months out of the year. There’s 
a famous saying in Hollywood; ‘The 
acting’s free, they pay you to wait.’ 

Here we are chatting in my trailer, and 
Supernatural is paused on my TV 
screen. When I’m not filming. I’m still 
reading scripts. I’m still working on 
characterization, I’m in Jensen's trailer 
talking about stuff that’s going on here... 
It's such a happy part of my life, so I feel 
very comfortable. I’m more aware now 
of what I need personally to get what 
I need professionally. I guess if nothing 
else the experience that I’ve gained 
[working on] Supernatural makes me 
a better actor.” 


‘TfflS HAS THE POTENITAL TO BE 
OUR BEST SEASON. THE FACT 
ITIAT DEAN HAS NOW BEEN TIED 
INTO THE WHOLE MYTHOLOGY 
OF THE SHOW REALLY THROWS 
A CURVEBALL. . - JENSEN 


His career has already benefited 
from the skills he’s honed on 
Supernatural. “It's funny," Padalecki 
muses, ‘'because I shot a movie this 
summer, and a couple [of] times the 
director or the producer would be like, 
‘Thank God we got a TV guy!’ because 
1 was used to a fast pace, I was used 
to getting the marks and finding the 
camera. I'm definitely better at the 
technical side.” 





A lot of that comes from working so 
closely with Ackles. “It’s just [based on) 
experience,” Padalecki points out. “We 
know what we need from each other.” 
Ackies agrees. “We know what needs to 
happen, what it needs to look like in 
order for it to be done correctly,” he 
explains. “The technical side of knowing 
if I’m on this side of him, it’s not going 
to work if I cross a certain line, and 
knowing what side of the camera to exit 


easily translate into a directorial type of 
position, but 1 think it also helps 

Even though Ackles doesn’t have 
power to direct another actor yet, as one 
of the stars of the show he does have the 
power to take hie opinions to the people 
in charge. “That actually happened in 
a recent episode,” he confirms. In the 
season four episode In The Beginning, 
there’s a scene where time-traveling 
Dean is saying goodbye to hia future 
mother, Mary Campbell, as played by the 
perfectly cast Amy Gumenick. Although 


EPISODES 

ABOUT US WALHNG AROUNd" IN 
THE PARK - THEY GIVE US SOME 
BIG, INTENSE SCENES ABOUT 
PAST AND FUTURE, REGRET AND 
BETRAVAL.” - JARED 


frame on. Stuff like that. Does that give 
you a better performance? Maybe not, 
but it’ll give you less takes in less time. 
As far as that goes, I've definitely seen it 
become a little easier for both of us.” 

With this conscious attention to the 
technical side of things, does Ackles ever 
consider stepping behind the camera as 
a director? “Yes,” he replies thoughtfully, 
“1 would say that the filmmaking aspect 
of it is definitely something that I’m 
interested in. I have ideas about how 
characters should interact, but as an actor 
I can’t tell another actor how he should 
perform. As a director, you can. 1 think 
that power’s kinda cool. Also, when I read 
scripts now, I don’t see 
the stoiy in live form, 

I see it through 
a lens. Seeing it 
through a lens helps me 
as an actor because I can 
bring my performance 
in; I know that I’m on 
a 100mm lens, or I can 
make my perfomiMCe 
a little bigger because 
I’m on a 27mm lens. Just 
knowing that kind of 
stuff is interesting to me, 
and that interest could 


she doesn’t know it. Dean is trying to 
stop her from confronting the Yellow- 
Eyed Demon on November 2, 1983... 

He says, “Don’t get out of bed. No matter 
what you see or hear. Please.” In the 
script, Mary takes that in, smiles gently, 
then says, "You are strange. Still, there's 
something about you... Can’t put my 
finger on it...” And that’s how the scene 
ends. “After reading it," Ackles confides, 
“I thought, ‘You know, I’m gonna be in 
a place where that just doesn’t make 
sense’. I was having problems with it, so 
I went to the director, Steve Boyum, and 
said, ‘Am I completely off-base in 
thinking this? What do you think?’ He 
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Kripke now,’ and Eric said, ‘Yeah, go for 
it!’” In the final cut, Mary just says, 
‘Okay,’ keeping the scene’s tone in line 
with Dean’s mood. "So that [created] 
kind of a shift in the tone of the scene,” 
Ackles reflects, “hut it was the tone that 
I couldn’t get past, so my gut was just 
telhng me that this is how it has to be.” 

Gut-wrenching scenes like that are 
really hard for Ackles. “The funny stuff 
and the ’dramedy’ stuff we do is great, 
but the things that stick with me, and 
I think stick with Jared as well, and 
really kind of affect us are the heavy, 
dramatic scenes, mainly because they’re 
the hardest to film,” he reveals. “We’re 
two guys from Texas - we don’t do 
‘dramatic’ that often, so to force yourself 
to do that and get that way, it takes a lot 
out of you. But at the end of the day, it’s 
like, 'Wow, I really put in a hard day’s 
work,’ because you’re drained 
emotionally. So anytime Sam’s shot or 
Sam’s lying there dead, or I'm barely 
going to make it, or we’re talking about 
Mom and Dad, or anything like that, 
those are the scenes I alw^s like. 

They’re really effective." 


“IT WAS FUNNY TO 
WATCH IMYSTERYSPOTI 
AND FUNNY TO READ, 
BUT SHOOTING IT I HAD 
TO REFUSE TO SEE THE 
HUMOR.” -JARED 


A unique example would be the time 
Dean - or at least his demonic 
doppelganger - shot himself in Dream 
A Little Dream Of Me. “That was a very 
htu-d scene for me,” Ackles admits. “The 
scene was difficult because they brought 
in my stunt double fTodd Scott] to read 
the other Dean’s lines to me - so if I was 
on camera as Good Dean, then he’d be 
opposite me as Bad Dean reading lines. 

I read the lines with him in my trailer 
and said, 'This is what I’m thinking,' but 


for an actor to completely mimic 
another actor in about 10 
minutes’ time is not going to 
happen... so he was basically just 
running lines with me. When he 
was reciting the lines, I would 
have to think, ‘Okay I’m going 
to do that line this way so this is 
how I’m going to react to me 
saying a line. I had to double and 
triple think before I responded; 
before I said any line, I then had 
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and me, everybody We all think, ‘You 
know what? This is our move. Let's make 
our move!’ It’s make or break for us. If we 
win, then we double our chip count. 

“I remember Eric Kripke said 
something to me like, ‘Listen, man. I’m 
writing everything I got this season. I’m 
gonna throw it all out there. All the 
punches I've been pulling, all the tricks 
in the bag, I’m gonna dump it all on the 
table.’ I said, ‘Really?’ And he said, 

I ‘Yeah.’ So then I wondered, 'What about 
a fifth season?’ And he replied, ‘I don’t 
know. I’ll write about robots!”' 

If that happens, Padalecki is ready to 
go with the flow and hunt some monster 
robots. ‘T talked to Eric when we were 
shooting A Very Supernatural Christmas, 
and he was explaining about where he was 
going with season three,” Padalecki shares. 
“Where we ended up going with the season 
was completely different, I think it was 
partially because of the strike and partially 
because his mind changed. So what I’ve 
learned from that - and it sounds like 
a double-edged sword, hut I really mean it 
as truly comforting - is that I should just 
go with the flow, Just trust his vision... 
because it’s worked out [very] well so far.” 

Ackles is too excited about this season 
to be concerned about the possibility of 
robots or what will happen in the ftiture. 
Besides, he trusts Kripke is rdready 
working out where to go in season five. 
“I'm sure Eric’s got some twisted, sick 
ideas kicking around in his head,” Ackles 
says. “If push comes to shove he can pull 
something out of there, but for now we’re 
cranking [the dial] to 11 this season!” ® 


and freezing outside and he’s all sticky 
* with sugar-blood, so I was (definitely] 
laughing after that. I mean, the deaths 
were hOarious, but it had to be based in 
reality, otherwise it wouldn’t be funny. 

While shooting it, though, it was tough 
not to laugh at a piano falling on him, 

I had to find the depressing truth in there, 
otherwise the whole gag is done because 
we’re all thinking it’s a joke and it takes 
you out of the moment. It was funny to 
watch and funny to read, but shooting it 
I had to refuse to see the humor.” 

Mystery Spot and Dream A Little 
Dream Of Me aren’t exceptions, but rather 
they’re Q^iical examples of the type of 
emotional drama that the Winchester 
brothers have to go through in almost 
every episode of Supernatural. “The 
writers are not going easy on us,” 

Padalecki concurs. “They don’t write 
episodes about us walking in the park - 
they give us some big, intense scenes about 
past and future, regret and betrayal. The 
difficulty of the work has gotten greater, 

‘TM SURE EKIC’S GUT HuMb: 

TWISTED, SICK IDEAS KICKING 
AJIOUND IN THE BACK OF HIS 
HEAD.. .’’-JENSEN 


because I guess it means the writers trust 
us to work [on] such heavy stuff." 

It seems like as the difficulty of the 
work rises, so too does the quality of 
the episodes. “I tliink this season is 


seasons two and three. Like, ‘Whoa, now 
I’ve died and come back and now he’s died 
and come hack.’ There are secrets and 
a lot of different levels, and the writers 
just keep piling it on. It’s flattering, 


potentially the best of the bunch,” Ackles 
reiterates. “It’s like, ‘Alright, let’s put all 
of our chips in and see what happens. We 
either win big or pack up and hit the door.’ 
I think that’s where we’re at and we aU 
feel the same way - Eric, Bob, Kim. Jared. 
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As one of the most dramatic new additions to the Supernatural mythology 
in season four, the angel Castiel has had a great influence on the 


Winchesters, particularly Dean. Actor Misha Collins spoke to The Official 
Supernatural Magazine about spreading his wings as this divine being... 

Words: Jayne Nelson 


tier one of the 

I most memorable 

t entrances in 

Supernatural 
history in season 
four's Lazarus 
Rising, the angel 

Castiel fast became a fan favorite. That's 
largely down to the captivating 
performance of Misha Collins, who, 
after playing everything from a terrorist 
1 on 24 to a real-life serial killer in the 

controversial drama Karla, brings a sense 
of gravitas and contained power to the 
role. We caught up with him between 
episodes to find out more about why 
he thought he was going to be a demon, 
friose pesky Lucifer rumors, and the 
I weirder side of fandom... 

I The Official Supernafi/raf Magazine: 

' Is it true that you originally auditioned 
I as a demon? 

Misha Collins: Yes, it is! The fans of 
Supernatural are very devoted, and Eric 
i [Kripke] was trying to obscure the fact 
that there was going to be an angel in the 


show from the fans. He sent out audition 
material for a demon, which I read 
through once and then he told me that 
actually, the role was [that of] an angel. 

How do you approach playing an 
angel - it's not your average 
character, is it? 

No, it's not! I've played serial killers, 
assassins... I haven't Just played bad 
guys, but [I've never played anything] 
even remotely angelic beforel I don't 
want to bore you with my philosophy ot 
acting, but my philosophy is that humans 
have some universal qualities, so that 
when you play a character you’re finding 
that character in yourself, and you 
harness one of many facets of humanity. 
When 1 got the role of an angel, and 
since he's not actually human, it kind of 
threw me for a loopl It's not a universal, 
human quality. But Eric gave me some 
direction, which was really helpful, and 
so did Phil Sgriccia, who was the 
director on the show [for Are You There, 
God? Its Me... Dean Winchestei]. and 
their direction was that Castiel’s not been 


down on planet Earth for 2,000 years, so 
he hasn’t been around human beings in 
all that time. There’s a certain curiosity 
for him about them. That was really 
helpful. He seems incredibly old, and has 
a depth of experience and knowledge 
that's much greater than humans have. 
Angels are wise! 

You seem to be playing him as 
though he's got a lot of power, and 
he's trying to keep it inside. 

Yeah, I think so. I think that if you’re 
really powerful, you don’t really have 
to show it. Castiel doesn't have to 
be bombastic, because there's 
a clear sense about him that 
he's powerful, without him 
being demonstrative about 
it. But at the same time, 
from the first episode 
[of season four. 

Lazarus Rising] it’s 
clearthat if I’m not 
careful with my 
power i can 
harm people. 



You've ftimed a lot of scenes with 
Jensen since you joined the show. You 
two have a brilliant rapport on screen. 
Those scenes have been my favorite 
part. 1 don’t know, there's something 
about the two characters that they just 
seem to play really well off of each 
other. Jensen's a great actor, and the 
scenes with him are a lot of fun. There's 
a sort of boiling intensity between the 
two of them which is so much fun to 
work with. 


We like the way Dean gives Castiel 
a lot of attitude, but at the same time 
you get the sense that he’s scared of 
him as well. 

Well, Jensen Isn’t afraid of me as 
a person in real life, so I enjoy those 
brief moments while I can! [t-aughs] 


Do you ever wonder about the guy 
whose body Castiel has taken over? 
Who was he? 

That’s not something that's been 
explained to me by the writers, but I have 
my own theory. The only thing that we 
know is that the man "prayed for this," so 
as to the circumstances of my occupying 
his body, I have no idea what those are. 

I kind of imagine that he was a terminally 
ill man, that for some reason his life was 
coming to an end, and Castiel 
stepped in at the last moment. He 
was praying to be possessed by an 
angel. But that's just me, coming 
up with a storyline and not 
wanting it to be true that Castiel 
would take over somebody 
pnnocent's] body. 


The fans went wild when 
Castiel first appeared. 

Have you any idea what’s 
been going on with the 
viewers, or out on the 
Internet? He’s a very 
popular character! 

You know, I don’t have 
a basis of comparison, 
really; a lot of people have 
forwarded me links to things. 
I've seen some of the 
homoerotic fanfic and stuff 
like that [/augbs], which is 
funny - I had no idea stuff 
like that even existed. 


Mi 





Your outfit is a tittle bit like John 
Constantine’s from the Hellblazer 
comic-book series. Do you know 
if that was deliberate? 
it was in the first script as a parenthetical 
reference. I think it said something like "a I 
John Constantine." Eric wanted it. It’s not 


't F ARl S#SE ^OUT HIM 
POWERFUL...” 


I had no idea! I’ve never been a big fan,’ 
of any genre, that's just not me, but yeah.. 
I’m totally [surprised by it.] I don’t have 
a basis of comparison, I don't know how 
fandom has responded to any of the 
characters. I heard that Castiel got a really 
good reaction, and I'm glad to be on the 
fans' good side! 


So have you actually been recognized by 
fans on the street - have people come up 
and spoken to you? 

A little bit. One guy who approached me 
really didn’t like my suit on the show. He 
really couldn’t understand why an angel 
would be wearing it [/aughs]! And if he was 
wearing it, why he wouldn't change his 
clothes at any point? 


Do people come up to you and say “Hey, 
where's your wings?" 

No, not yet. [i.aoghs] 


“ r, A STIEL DOESN ’T 





Will Castiel get the chance to kick 
some ass later on In the season, or 
are you not allowed to say? 

[Laughs] We haven’t shot much fighting 
- we had one big fight scene in episode 
10 [Heaven And Hell], and I was pretty 
disappointed! 1 didn’t feel iike Castiel was 
great at fighting. There weren't many 
lightning bolts or Uiings like that! But I think 
there will be ample opportunity in the future! 

A tot of people would assume that, 
if you're playing an angel, he'd have 
fluffy wings and a harp and be 
a total goody-goody... have you 
come across that? 

I think, generally speaking, that’s what 
people think when they hear the word 
“angei." Which is really a modern opinion; 
historically, angels are really tough and 


badass. Somewhere along the way they got 
the fluffy wings and the harps and the 
perfectly formed cumulus clouds to sit 
upon, and they lost their edge. But I think 
that if you look back in the Bible and [other] 
ancient Christian lore, they’re forces to be 
reckoned with. 1 think that’s the angel 
prototype that Eric Kripke has been using. 
It’s much more fun! It would be soooo 
boring to be a sweet little angel! 

And there is another side, because 
in ft's The Great Pumpkin, Sam 
Winchester we meet the angel Uriel, 
who's the bad cop to Castiel’s good 
cop. That must be fun to play. 

Yeah, it is. It's a totally different aspect 
to the character with Uriel being there. 
It’s nice, because it shows that Castiel’s 
got a softer side. 


There have been a few fan theories 
flying around that Castlel's actually 
Lucifer in disguise! 

1 don’t think that’s the case, I really don’t! 

But I don't know where things are going. I 
think that would be massively disappointing 
if tt turned out that Erie was pulling the wool 
over our eyes with a total charade here. 

1 don’t think that’s what’s going on. 

Do you even know for sure whether 
Castiel is good or bad? 

My gut [feeling] Is that he's good, but, you 
know, I’m not in the writers’ room, so I don’t 
know what schemes they’re cooking up! 

But 1 don’t think he’s evil. In the last 
episode we shot [It's The Great Pumpkin, 
Sam W/ncfiesfer] he has that heart-to-heart 
with Dean, and I think it’s authentic. I don’t 
think he’s putting it on. 



“I’VE PLAYED SERIAL KILLER^ ASSASSINS. 
I IWEN’T JUST PLAYED BAD C^UYS. BUT 
flA^ NEVER PLAYED ANYTHING] EVEN 
REMOTELY ANGELIC BEFORE!” 
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a nicely tailored Italian 
suit; It’s kind of like a crappy, cheap suit. 
But It’s cool, I like it. I’m glad I get to wea 
the coat going into the Vancouver winter, 
and [that] my wardrobe doesn’t consist 
of a tank top and a pair of short shorts! 


You’ve obviously had a very interesting 
career so far, appearing on shows such 
as 24 and ER. How does Supernatural 
compare wHh other shows? 

I'm trying to think of when I’ve worked on 
sets that have been comparably happy 
[before], and in television, I can’t think of 
any. Supernatural was the happiest cast 
and crew I’ve worked with. Which actually 
says a lot, because it’s probably the most 
overworked crew I’ve ever worked with 
as well. I mean, Jared and Jensen are In 
almost every scene, so their shooting 
schedule is incredibly rigorous. They’re 
always cracking jokes, they’re always in 
reasonably good humor, even at five 
o’clock in the morning. They really work 
hard. And the crew - I don’t know if this 
is accurate, but this is what I was told last 
time I was up there - 95 per cent of the 
crew have been with the show from the 
beginning, which Is unheard of. The show 


SUPERNATURAL 






Speaking of traveling, you 
seem to have done quite 
a bit yourself. Is it true 
that you spent time at 
a monastery in Tibet? 

I’ve done a fair amount of 
traveling and was at a 
monastery in Tibet for several 
months. I learned meditation 
and Buddhist philosophy along 
the way, and some Tibetan throat-singing. 
Which, when I'm warming up, sounds kind 
of like a goat slaughter, but once you get 
going, it’s an amazing thing where you can 
produce multiple notes with your voice 
simultaneously so you’re singing a chord. 

Is there a lot of call for Tibetan throat- 
singing in your line of work? 

You know, I haven't been called on to do 
it professionally yet, but i know that that 
call is just around the corner... 

We also hear - and you’re probably so 
fed up of talking about this, particularly 
since the recent presidential election 
- but you used to work as an intern at 
the White House... 

I did, and I'm not fed up of talking about iti 
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Tell us some secrets about the White 
House that you haven't told any other 
journalist. We might not be able to print 
them, but we’ll see... 

[Laughs] A secret about the White House? 
Well, the most important piece of 
information I can share with you about 
the White House is that there is, in fact, 
a bowling alley there. I got to bowl in 
President Nixon’s bowling shoes, so that’s 
pretty much as cool as ft gets! 

That's amazing! 

The White House is actually pretty well 
appointed; there’s the Rose Garden out 
back, the bowling alley in the basement, 
and they've got the best movie screen 


Do you think the 
Apocalypse will actually 
happen in the show? 

I don't know where they're 
going to go with it, but from 
a dramatic standpoint it 
seems like they tend to 
go [in a] more dramatic 
[direction] in the show, 
and the Apocalypse is very dramatic. 

My money is on the Apocalypse! ® 


Had you worked in 
Vancouver before? 

I went on a long bike ride in 
Vancouver. I rode the Trans- 
Canada Trail, which is a trail 
that goes from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific across Canada, 
and I rode about 600 miles 
of that about two years ago 
and ended in Vancouver. Then 
before that 1 shot an episode of 
Seven Days up in Vancouver. 


It's quite different to those 
desert locations of 24, or 
fake-Chicago inEfl... 

Although, you know, all of the 
exteriors of Supernatural are 
supposed to be different places 
in America, and everywhere that 
Dean and Sam go seems to be 
green and mossy. 


too, that’s just beautiful. Instead 
i of having basic movie seats, each seat 
, is a Barcalounger, It's really great! 

,1 

, So far the angels haven’t been 
![ directly protecting the Winchesters 
- Dean’s almost been killed 
since Castiel 

up... 

think that the angels are going to get 
more involved. They obviously feel 
like the Winchesters can handle 
themselves; they've done pretty well 
for a long time. 

Yes, they’ve survived four years so 
far. And the show's doing so well, 
isn’t it? For a smaller network, 
ratings are going up... 

Small network, and also unusual for 
that to happen in the fourth season 
of a show, so it's all good news. 


Do you know yet if you'll be 
appearing in the rest of 
season four? 

I'm gonna be around for the rest 
of the season, yes. You’re the 
first inten/iewer that I’ve 
shared that with! 


starts shooting at eight or 
nine in the morning on the 
Monday, and by the time 
you get to Friday it’s four 
o’clock in the morning. But 
yeah, it’s a really nice crew. 
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f any demons can be contained within 
a Devil’s Trap, a mystical symbol 
taken from The Lesser Key of Solomon, a book 
about demons from the 17th Century. Once 
the demon steps inside the symbol, it can’t 
break free unless one of the lines drawn 
around it is broken. 


to bring down Lilith - which doesn’t 
exactly make her popular with the rest 
of her kind. When she was human 
(some time during the plagues, a long 
time ago), she was a witch who sold her 
soul to a demon and went to Hell. Over 
the years she became a demon herself, 
but for some reason retained at least 
a little bit of her humanity. 


After teaming up with the 
Winchesters (to Dean’s dismay) and 
falsely promising to break Dean’s deal 
with the Crossroads Demon, Ruby 
came face to face with the demon who'd 
condemned her to Hell (which was 
inhabiting the body of Tammi in 
Malleus Maleficarum) and eventually 
helped Sam tod his demon mojo after 
Dean's death. Unlike other demons, 
after she left her first body, at Sam's 
behest she deliberately chose the body 
of a clinically dead host so that the 
host was not harmed by her possession. 


O therwise known as the Yellow- 
Eyed Demon, this is the guy 
whoso plans for Sam have had 
eveiybody from Lihth to the 
Heavenly Host wondering what 
e’s up to. In mythology, Astazel is 
_ Grigori - a fallen angel who 
ended up marrying a mortal 
woman - and he was 
thrown out of Heaven for 
teaching people how to make 
weapons (and, if it’s the 
as in Supernatural, probably 
for making really cutting and 
sarcastic comments). We’ve 
seen Azazel display many 
powers — he was immune 
to holy water (but not the 
Colt, thankfully), could 
move things around just 
by thinking about it and 
his arrival was usually 
heralded by cattle deaths, 
storms and changes in temperature 


Jncubi anil Succubi 

fyf ot yet seen in the world of 
w ^ Supernatural, but prevalent in 
mythology, succubi take the form of 
beautiful women who seduce men and 
draw energy from them until the point 
of exhaustion or death. Their male 
counterparts are incubi, who attack 
women in a similar fashion. 

According to the Malleus 
Maleficarum, the 15th-century treatise 
on witchcraft, a succubus would collect 
semen from men they attacked, 
which an incubus would then use to 
impregnate a woman. This method of 
reproduction would often be used to 
explain the birth of deformed children 
or those supposedly susceptible to 
demonic influence. 

Incubi and succubi have long been 
depicted in folklore, a result perhaps 
of fears about sex, judgments about 
promiscuity, or even as a way to explain 
away nightmares or sleep paralysis. 

The demon Lilith was often portrayed 
in folklore as a succubus, while in 
Arthurian legends, the wizard Merlin 
was depicted as being fathered by an 
incubus with a mortal woman, thus 
giving Merlin his supernatural powers. 



daimon), most demons are bad news 

- as the Winchesters know to their coat. 
They've tangled with so many over the 
years that you’d be forgiven for thinking 
that there’s a demon lurking around every 
corner, or in every stranger... 

Demons in one form or another exist in 
pretty much every religion on the planet 

- whether they’re seen as playful or 
malignant, they're an essential part of 
many belief systems. In Hindu mythology, 
for example, Rakshasaa are demons; other 
religions include everything from Djinns 
to daevas - all creatures Sam and Dean 
have tangled with in their time. 

Some Christians believe that demons 
are actually fallen angels who were sent 
to Hell after challenging God. Their 
punishment for disobeying the Lord 
't simply to suffer the tortures of 


allowed to re-enter the world in any 
such as through the serpent that caused 
so much harm in the Garden of Eden. 

From what we’ve discovered about 
demons through Sam and Dean, it 
seems that many of them (like Kuby 
for instance) were once human, hut 
had their humanity slowly stripped 
from them after being condemned 
to Hell. 

When passing from host to host, 
demons become a cloud of black smoke, 
although Dean could see their ‘teal’ faces 
when he was about to come to the end of 
his life (they're not pretty!). There are 
several kinds of demon, too - yellow-eyed 
(Azazel), white-eyed (Lilith, Samhain, and 
Alastair), red-eyed (Crossroads Demons) 
and black-eyed. 


/T* he idea of demon possession is 

'C an ancient one; in the Gospel 

of Mark, for example, Jesus is said 
to have ‘cast out’ demons that were 

possessing people, and even gave the 


Possession 


In the world of Supernatural, 
we’ve seen demons move from host 
to host (one of them was even 
a Reaper’), and many times the host 
body doesn’t survive the possession 
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In order to protect themselves 
from being taken over, both Sam 
and Dean have had a charm 
tattooed on their skin to keep 
demons away - shame they never 
thought of it before Meg decided 
to possess Sam that one time... 



[demographic], we're up 33 per 
18-49 we’re up 42 per cent. It’s enormous. 
It’s a bigger jump than any other show. 

After three years, I think people have 

just sort of found us, and I imagine the 

upward trend will keep going. We're all 
happy about that. 

It's great that Supernatural is 
picking up so many new viewers, but 
what do the diehard viewers think of 
season four so far? 

The response has overwhelmingly been 
very positive. The audience seems to love 
Castiel and that whole mystery. You do 
these things and you don't know how 
they’re going to be received, and we just 
sort of make these decisions and say. 

"Weil, what would we like to see? What 
do we think would be interesting?” And 
we hope the audience agrees. Sometimes 
they have and sometimes they haven’t... 
but this year they seem to be really 
onhoai'd with the story we’re telling. 

I More specifically, what was the fan 

response like for Monster Movie? 

I The show did well and got a good 

I response. On the blogs and ail that it 

was pretty much universally liked... and 
th^ don’t spare us when they don’t 
f like something! 

How did you feel about the guest cast 
on Monster Movie? 

Our guest cast was great, especially Todd 
Stashwick, who played the shapeshifter. 
We found out when he got up to 
Vancouver that he was really a devotee 
of these movies. He brought a wonderful 
quality to the character, especially 
Dracula. He found all the comedy beats, 
and then when he did pathos at the end, 
he really delivered. Everybody really got 

i into it - they went back 50 years, or 

however long it's been, and just placed 
themselves in that acting style. The 

Ml) ' ■ 




D. X>C V 1 1 I. 

T he Official 

Supernatural Magazine-. 
Despite the introduction 
of angels this season, 
and all the cool storylines that's led 
to, the episode that stands out the 
most in many ways is Mojisfer 
Motile. Were you excited to be the 
one directing this unique episode? 

I was thrilled to have gotten this one! 


DIRECTOR’S CUT; 
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While we’d assume you were 
already a fan of the classic 30s 
horror films, did you re-watch them 
before shooting this episode? 

1 did. Some of them ! found really helpful, 
and others were just kind of crappy... 

I tried to certainly pay homage to the 
best of them. I think James Whale (the 
director of Frankenstein and Bride of 
Frankenstein) was probably the best. The 
original Dracula had some cool things in 
it, too. ! tried to recreate lenses and the 
way they were shot and the moves they 
made and all that, but at the same time 
1 tried to keep it modern. I like to think 
of Monster Movie as an homage, rather 
than just a shot-by-shot thing. 


Did you have to change your 
directing style to suit this episode? 
Somewhat. We shot it with more 
traditional wider angle lenses, and the 
moves were a little more studied, the 
way they used to film them. Like when 
the Wolftnan attacks the people in the 
car, I really wanted to make that feel 
like an old Wolfman movie. I made 
a conscious effort to shoot that on our 
soundstage rather than go out to 
a practical location. You got that 
backdrop with the moon and the ground 
fog and all that, which has a certain 
unreal quality to it, but I thought it was 
appropriate for that particular scene. 


light; there wasn’t as much soft light 
as we normally use. The shadows were 
deeper and we weren’t tifraid of letting 
the blacks go really black and putting 
a hai'der front light on some of the 
scenes- Serge likes those movies as well, 
so it was an easy transition for him. We 
just had a great time doing it. We’d look 
at the monitors and giggle about how 
cool it looked! 


Wor(ds: Nicholas Knight 


Do you think Supernatural's 
viewers are familiar with those 
old monster movies? 

I think some probably are, but I think 
most aren’t. Our feeling was that for 
those who hadn't seen them, it would he 
a little bit of an education, and maybe 
they would then go look at these movies, 
and for those who had seen them, it 
would be a fun ride. It worked out well. 


Is it true that this episode, which 
aired fifth, was originally written 


Likewise, as it was black and white, 
did you have to approach the 
lighting of the episode differently? 
Ser^ Ladouceur \Supernatural’s 
Director of Photography] and I talked 
about this quite a bit. It was a harder 


and shot to be the third episode of 
the season? 

Yes. That was a network decision, but 
we didn’t argue [about] it. They 
thought it was a little early for that big 
a change of pace. I think we had to 
change one line of dialogue that 
referred to something, but it was no 
great hardship for us. 


Were you concerned about having 
too many of the myth ai-c-heavy 
episodes in a row at the beginning 
of the season? 

That was a discussion we had. We 
brought up with them that we normally 
like to spread these things out a little 
hit, but they felt pretty strongly that 
it would help launch the season. They 
weren’t afraid of having that much 
mythology, which seemed to have 
worked out well for us. We’re doing 
great this year! 
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for taking on whatever acting j 
challenges the writers throw at'them? 
Jared feels more in his comfort zone if he's' 
doing heavily dramatic stuff, but I think 
he underrates himself on the comeciy. His 
physical comedy was great in Bad Day .At 
Black Rock. And in Monster Movie, when ^ 
he goes to rip the ear off the guy who was 
playing the keyboard and he realizes it’s 
not the shapeshifter, he does a really 
funny facial take. Jensen loves to go for 
the comedy. He’s got great comedy chops 
and terrific timing, so that stuff doesn’t 
scare him at all. I think if the script’s got 
comedy moments in it, he really digs it. 

What’s your favorite thing about 
season four so far? 

I have to say, where we’ve taken the 
mythology. The addition of the angels has 
been a really good shot in the arm for us. 

It came to us last year as something to 
try, and I think we were all a little wary 
of it. We’d committed to doing it, but we 
weren’t sure what it was. Once we cast 
Misha Collins [as Castiel] and saw him 
on film, we said, “Oh, this is really going 
to be great stuff.” I think the best thing 
about this year is that the mythology is 
the strongest it’s been since year one. 

Looking forward to what’s coming 
up, Lilith is trying to free Lucifer to 
essentially bring about Armageddon - 
was the countdown to the Apocalypse 
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always part of the’ endgame 
envisaged for Supernatural? 

Yes, always. 


Will we be seeing Lucifer this season? 
Weil, I’m afraid i can’t tell you. That’s 
a biggie - 1 can’t talk about that. 


Lord. Over time they’ve become these 
cherubic things with halos and all that, 
but that’s not biblically what they are. 
There’s lots of smiting and thinp that 
go on in the Bible by angels, and that's 
the angel model we’re going after [in 
the show]. 

Castiel and Uriel are great 
characters, but the angel that's 
arguably had the biggest impact 
on tbe season, not to mention on 
Dean’s heart, is the fallen angel, 
Anna. Will we see more of her? 

I suspect we will, yes. 


How close will we get to the 
Apocalypse by the end of 
season four? 

Oh, pretty darn close..., 

Looking ahead, what can 
you tell us about what's 
to come? 

There’s a couple of really big J 
surprises we have up our sleeve o 
that I don’t think anyone’s £ 

going to see coming. I wouldn't 
even want to hint beyond that! 

But I think people are going to 
go, “Whoa, wow, that’s really 

cool!” I can promise people if ^ . 
they keep watching they’ll 
definitely be surprised! *• 
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You've mentioned before that 
directing Bad Day At Black Rock 
was the most fun you've had 
directing Supernatural. Would you 
say directing Monster Movie has 
surpassed that experience? 

I think so. For Bad Day At Black Rock, 
to be able to go out and test my comedy 
chops and see if I could do it was a lot 
of fun. But this one was probably more 
special, just because it’s so different. 

I grew up on those movies. I watched 
them on television and I always thought 
they were great fun. I think the first 
director I ever really noticed, where 
I said. “Wow, look at the direction!” was 
James Whale. Being able to do the big 
crane shot like James Whale did, and 
close-ups that he used to do, and 
that lighting was great fun for me. 

Both of those comedic episodes, as 
well as Malleus Maleficarum, were 
written by Ben Edlund, as was your 
second season four episode, Wishful 
Thinking. Is this a coincidence, or 
did you purposely schedule yourself 
to direct Ben's episodes? 

Mnnstpr Movie I lobbied for. but the 


other ones just happened to fall 
that way. You get into a certain writer- 
director rotation and it’s just the way 
it falls. Ben and 1 have become the 
[classic Hollywood writing and directing 
team] I.A.L. Diamond and Billy Wilder 
o{ Supernatural. 

In Wishful Thinking you directed 
a giant, sentient teddy bear... What 
was that like? 

It was interesting. We actually got 
a really good costume. Everybody was 
worried about what this thing was going 
to look like and how to shoot it, and Eric 
Kripke was concerned that we shouldn’t 
see too much of the teddy bear. The guy 
who played the teddy bear was so good; 
he actuallv would sync his mouth and 


the costume to the things he was saying. 
That was a really hard day because we 
were in this cramped house and there 
was not really enough room to shoot, but 
once we started working with him, he 
just lightened the mood. 

Were you at all worried that having 
a talking, drinking, porn-loving 
teddy bear would be going too far? 

I was a little worried, but even people 
who were doubting that script would 
work in some ways, said, ‘‘That really 
came together. It worked!” That’s 
the genius of Ben Edlimd - he’s just 
really good. 

At this point, do you think you 
could take any seemingly “out 
there” idea and make it 
work on Supernatural? 
Eric’s phrase is “smoke 'em if 
you’ve got ’em.” We’re out 
there, but it’s fun. I’ve done 
a lot of shows, and you’re 
always working within 
a certain box on any given 
episodic show; you’re a little 
confined to your premise. On 
this show we can go really far 
afield. Directors like to do this 
show because they get to do 
a different little movie every 
week and there’s no cookie 
cutter involved. 


Would you say Jensen 
Ackles and Jared 
Padalecki are well-suited 




with Sara to let the security guard out 
so he can get medical attention, Dean 
finds a dead body stuffed into a ceiling 
space. It's the man who’s currently 
trying to help the guard - he’s the 
shapeshifter now! Dean goes back 
to the vault and tries to trick 
the creature, but it attacks him 
and escapes. It runs across the 
bank with Ronald chasing it... 
and the hapless Ronald is hit 
by sniper fire from the cops 
I outside the building. The 
shapeshifter gets away again 
and poor Ronald dies. 


Now the brothers are back at 
one: stuck inside the bank 
idea where - or who - the 
is. Sam goes hunting while 
Dean keeps an eye on the hostages; 
,he phone rinp and he answers it. 
Dn the other end is FBI Special 
i^gent Victor Henriksen, who 
proceeds to tell Dean that he’s 
been hunting the Winchesters for 
He seems to think that 
some kind of sick Bonnie 
and Clyde-style bad-guy duo who 
were raised by a survivalist father 
to do bad things. Understandably, 
Dean is not impressed. 

Henriksen tells him they have 
an hour before he sends in the 
troops. Hanging up, he turas to 
the police chief and says he’s really 
sending them in 10 minutes... 

Meanwhile, Sam has found 
a body in a closet; a woman named 
Sheni, who just so happens to be in 
the vault at the moment. He lets 
Dean know, and together they lure 
the shapeshifter out, taking her to 
see the dead body. Bizarrely, rather than 
fighting or trying to escape (as you’d 
expect a shapeshifter who’s Just been 
rumbled to react), Sherri simply screams 
and faints at the sight of her double. 


The brothers are left with two 
Sherris on the floor. Which one is the 
shapeshifter? Dean leans over the dead 
Sherri with a silver knife, but is 
distracted by the sound of breaking 
glass _ Henriksen’s team are storming 
the bank. Dead Sherri suddenly comes 
back to life and lunges at Dean. Sam 
gets the real Sherri out of the way 
while Dean battles the shapeshifter, 
who manages to knock him to one side 
and escape. 

SWAT teams are now surging through 
the building. They find Sherri and escort 
her outside; two other men try to take 
Sam captive, but he fights them off. 
Elsewhere, Dean is looking for the 
shapeshifter. She finally attacks him and 
they have a struggle, during which Dean 
pulls all the skin on her arm off. He 
finally pins her against the wall and 
stabs her with the silver knife. Then 
Dean notices a SWAT team member 
standing over him. 

Henriksen enters the building, 
surv^ng the carnage, but there are no 
Winchesters to be found. Furious, he 
discovers why: the two men Sam 
overpowered have been stripped of their 
combat gear. The Winchesters have 
dressed up as SWAT members and simply 
walked out of there. 

Back at the Impala, the boys remove 
their gear and sit, stunned, staring out 
of the window. “We are so screwed,” 
says Dean. ® 
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TRACKING THE TRACKS. . . 

I 'Rock You Like A Hurricane’ - 
SSSi't: The Scorpions 




Words: Jayne Nelson 


£fi90d0 'Z-^^‘2' 

W*iaef) hr 

P/t-eoied hr Phiup Sahoc-'O- 
GaePi Piayr,t,3z Ohaiep Mdux 
1 Whid'&uL (jBpeo'0.1 Ajeftt V-oiot ^ 
i MeM,Airep,J; GaaiA'er 

Cjict^id fictn.oxr. Geor3,a 
tShettiV B/yy ^y>exe cSa/yppoti7. 

: %TpJ^. B.M,aercS^dy Guard, 




W e open on a TV crew 
standing in front of 
a bank in Milwaukee 
- there’s a siege in progress, and 
the building is surrounded by armed 
police- One of the hostages comes 
to the door at gunpoint. The camera 
closes in on the face of the gunman 
behind him... and it’s none other 
than Dean Winchester! 

One day earlier: Sam and Dean 
are investigating a aeries of robberies 
in which ordinary, innocent people 
have gone on murderous rampages 
before committing suicide- Their 
research leads them to interview 
a man named Ronald Reznick, whose 


friend Juan was one of these 
unexpected criminals. Posing as FBI 
agents, the brothers listen as Ronald 
spills his theory that the people who 
have been acting so strangely aren’t 
actually themselves. He thinks that 
they’re part-men, part-machine 
“mandroids.” However, after showing 
the Winchesters a security tape of 
Juan, they spot a lens flare in his 


infiltrate the City Bank of Milwaukee 
and monitor its security cameras, 
hoping to catch sight of the 
shapeshifter's eyes flaring if he’s in 
the building. They do... but just as 
they’re preparing to nab the 
miscreant, who’s masquerading as 
the bank’s manager, who should 
charging into the bank but 
a gun-toting Ronald. “This is not 
a robbery!" he shouts, and takes 
everybody hostage so that he can root 
out the “mandroid” for himself. Not 
a good development... 

Ronald locks his new hostages 
inside the bank vault with Sam, while 
Dean attempts to explain what’s really 
going on. Ronald slips on a pile of wet 
shapeshifter skin and the stuff 
convinces him that he’s not after 
a mandroid after all - unfortunately, it 
also means that the shapeshifter has 
changed his appearance. As if things 


eyes - he’s a shapeshifter! Sam warns couldn’t get any worse, suddenly the 


Ronald off the case, and he and Dean 
use Ronald’s research to figure out 
which bank the shapeshifter might 


Disguised as security 
technicians, the brothers 


power goes out: the police have arrived 
and the bank’s surrounded! 

Back in the vault, the bank's 
security guard appears to be having 
a heart attack. .As the hostages plead 
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are a lot of things about me that are 
deeper and darker. That’s why I really 
appreciate something like Supernatural 
and the role they gave me. There’s so 
much depth to Ruhy. Not only has she 
been through hell, but there’s so much 
more to [her story than that]. It’s 
nice to be able to sink my teeth into 
something and bring a little more color. 



Were you well-versed in the world 
of Supernatural before being cast 
as Ruby? 

I knew a little bit about the show. 
Honestly, I love it, but half the time, 

I have to turn away. I was at the gym 
the other night and caught the first 10 
minutes of an episode. I’m running on 
the treadmill, yelling at the TV looking 
away, tripping over myself, and people 
were staring at me. It was the episode 
where the guy eats the razor blades in 
the candy [ft’s The Great Pumpkin, Sam 
Winchester^ and I’m like “Oh. God! Oh, 
God! ’’ I have a hard time watching it, 
but I’m aware [of the Supernatural 
universe]. As for Ruby, I didn’t even 
know I was going to play her until 


I pretty much got to Canada. A lot of it 
I learned from the crew, cast, and writers. 

Considering you were the second 
Ruby, was it a long audition process? 
It wasn’t a huge process. They were 
really familiar with my work on Wildfire, 
which I think propelled me on [to] the 
show. It wasn’t the long process it could 
have been, but it has been a process 
finding the depth and who Ruby is. 

Early on, it was advertised your 
character would be a waitress and 
possible love interest for Sam over 
multiple episodes. What kind of 
a breakdown of the character did 
you receive? 


The same thing. I thought I was going 
to be Kristy the waitress. You have to 
love Eric Kripke, because he keeps you 
on your toes. On Wildfire, my character 
had a lot of inner strength and there 
was stunt work. I feel I’ve proven 
myself being the lead of a show, hut 
they understood I could handle myself, 

I had no idea about the grittiness 
I would have to bring to Ruby. I pretty 
much got up there and it was “Time to 
play!” It’s been an amtizing experience. 

One of the big twists in the 
season four premiere was Ruby’s 
return. Was that difficult to 
keep under wraps? 

Absolutely, It’s still hard for me, because 
the story continues to grow. I can't tell 
you how excited I was about episodes 
nine and ten. I’m so excited about the 
relationships and the work we put into it. 

From Ruby’s introduction in 
Sam's hotel room, fans were 
speculating whether they were 
intimate with each other. What 
was your take on that? 

In the premiere, I was unsure, because 
at first I thought I was pla3diig the love 
interest and then I’m not. Initially 
I did it a bunch of different ways so 
that we could maneuver it. It wasn’t 
really until the second episode that it 
started making a little more sense. In 
the hack of my mind, I always thought 
Ruby was in love with Sam. If you 
watch the third season when Ruby is 
first introduced, the way Katie 
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charmel- I’ve been working pretty much 
non-stop since I got out [of school], but 


K f he Official 

I Supernatural 

K Magazine-. How did yot 

B first get into acting? 

■ Genevieve Cortese: My 

grandmother introduced 
me to acting when I was about six years 
old- She used to take me to the theater, 
so I have been pretty much doing [this] 
since the 4th grade. I did a lot of local 
community plays, and then I went to 
Tisch [School of the Arts] at NYU 
[New York University] . 


You gained quite the fanbase from 
Wildfire. What was that like? 

It was great, and 1 couldn’t be more 
grateful. It was such an adorable show, 
and to have people respond to it and 
follow it from the beginning has been 
really special for me. It allowed me to 
grow up on a series, as it was my first 
television show. Getting the lead on it 
was a bit crazy, and to have so many 
people love it as much as I did was 
a totally unreal experience. I feel reallj 
blessed, and it’s nice, too, because 
[those] fens have followed me over 
to Supernatural. 


What was your first big break. 

! got a [part in a] small movie called 
Mojave pretty much the first month 
out of college. Right afterward, 1 was on 
Wildfire, a TV show on the ABC Family 


Words: Bryan Cairns 
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[Cassidy] did it was very tough, and she’s 
hard to get close to, E you watch the two 
of them together. Ruby’s very similar to 
Dean. They’re very protective, and 
I think the whole point of that is to see 
if Sam can step up to the plate. It’s also 
to protect herself. Is Ruby ready to get 
involved in this tuid see if Sam can 
accomplish the task she knows he is 
capable of? This season it’s been very 
important to bring more of a humanity to 
it, and I’m sure the fans are going to be 
upset when they hear that, but she was 
human and has said that in the last two 
seasons. As an actress, it’s important to 
look at what that means, what it’s like 
to love someone, be hurt, and be happy. 
At this point, Sam’s proven himself, so 
whether he fully reciprocates her 
feelings, I don’t know, but she’s in love 


with him. It’s also important to know 
what Ruby has given up to be with him. 
She can’t be in Heaven or Hell, so she 
has no one. She can’t even walk 2ut>und 
outside by herself. Sam is the only one 
she has. 

Ruby has always been this 
enigmatic presence. Is she 
hanging around because of these 
emotions then? 

I have two theories. One, when she 
initially went to Hell at the very 
beginning, I feel there was someone in 
her life [who Sam] reminds her of. 

That's more of an actor thing I've 
created on my own. Also, I think Ruby 
sees a lot of potential in Sam. He has 
something she can nurture. It’s almost 
like a mother bear and her cub [in terms 


oi] how protective she is. In [I Know 
What You Did Last Summer] I’m 
teaching him how to exorcise a demon 
and the demon is laughing at Sam. 

1 immediately go up to the demon, 
whack him, take the knife, and stab him 
right in the throat- Sam’s edl I have, so 
it's almost like giving birth, in a weird, 
messed-up way. 

Being a demon, could Ruby be 
seeking redemption? 

Yeah, that’s part of it. Obviously, she 
still has her own hate and rage, but at 
this point, Ruby’s suppressed a lot. For 
me, the most important thing we’ve 
discussed this season is for Ruby to have 
a calmness and be more fear-driven, as 
opposed to [being], “I'm gonna kick the 
crap out of eveiyone!’’-dTiven. 
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last year and the way Ifetie 
plays it, it's like, “I would 
never wish that upon 
anyone” when Lilith sends 
Dean to Hell. There’s an 
sense of guilt. 

I hope you’re not 
kicking around some 
little Lilith girl, though! 

[Laughs] ^ messed-up as 
this show is, I don't think 
that Would be appropriate! 
I’n? probably the ^ame 
height as the Lilith girl, and 
the boys make fun of me all 
the time. They have a good 
foot on me £uid are really 
gisuits. I don’t know what 
their parents fed them! 


As a demtin, Ruby has every right 
to be scared of'the angels. Have 
they had much interaction? 

[Until I Know What You Did Last 
Summer], she’s stayed clear and never 
met one of them. There’s a scene where 
1 basically have to give myself up to the 
demon Alastair to save the boys. He just 
tortures the crap out of me and rips me 
to shreds. It’s like “Okay, I'll do it!" but 
if it were an angel, I'd be gone. For 
Ruby, the thought of losing Sam is way 
worse than dying herself. 


How was it filming those torture 
scenes with Alastair? 

They were unbelievably intense. I'd 
never experienced that before. Having 


Dean has never been a big 
supporter of Ruby: Do you feel he's 
warmed up to her at all? 

^ Yes, there’s a little scene where he 
finally says thank you in his own way. . 
[Dean ani^ Ruby] are kind of «milar, 
where they filter out the bull around 
• them. If something doesn't feel right, 
they’re tjuick to get rid of it. Perhaps 
that’s why there’s some friction. This 
season. Ruby’s constantly proving to 
Dean that she’s okay and that she’s not 
going to sell them out. Whether or not 
I do, I don’t know yet. Maybe this is all 
manipulative. The Winchester boys are 
a package deal, though. 


Ruby’s gotten violent with Dean 
before, and she's definitely 
a scrapper. Have you had the 
opportunity to really cut loose yet? 

I did, which was nice, because I have 
a lot of experience in stunt work from 
Wildfire. I’m really athletic, so it’s 
a blessing [that! I've gotten to do that. 
In episode nine, there’s a good fight 
sequence where Sam wants to go avenge 
a death and go get Lilith. I’m like “No, 
stop! You’re not ready!” He goes off 
whether I like it or not and then I show 
up at the scene. It’s chaotic and 1 got to 
kick some ass, which was really fun! . 


Lilith essentially killed Ruby in last 
year's finale. Were you eager to ' 
exact some revenge? ’ 

Hell yeah, of course! I want to beat the». 
crap out of her. If you look 




my arms bound to a metal chair, pretty 
much naked and completely vulnerable, 
was pretty scaiy. On top'of it, to have 
ray own knife used against me was 
horrific. It was incredibly grotesque and 
frightening. You leave a little bit shaken, 
but it’s really important for people to 
see what Ruby’s willing to do to save 
them. You're not even sure whether 
she’s going to make it or not. 


The show recently tackled the 
history of the body Ruby now 
inhabits. What were your thoughts 
on that development, and did it 
help you understand Ruby more? 
She did it for Sam. Ruby went through 
a couple of bodies and Sam was like, 
“What are 5^u doing?” She responded, 
“I'm here to help you. God, the things 
I went through for you and you don’t 
even say thank you?” He’s like, “Whose 
body is that?” Obviously, there was 
another Ruby coming around, so Sam’s 
said, “I’m not going to talk to you until 
you have a different body.” Ruby comes 
back in this body because she was 
a coma patient. As soon as this girl’s 
spirit left the body. Ruby [took it over). 
Technically, there was no one but Ruby 
in the body, so it’s ethically okay 
somehow. She’s basically doing 
everything for Sam. 


Did you check out any of the online 
feedback for your version of Ruby? 

I did [after] the first episode [Lazarus 
Rising], because I wanted everyone 
to like me, but it’s not about that. 
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I’m more of a night person. I prefer 
going into the wee hours of the night. 
When you’re really tired, it forces you to 
suck it up and use every creative juice 
you have. I really enjoy the challenge. 

Do you have any highlights from 
the series so far? 

My favorite episode is probably 1 Know 
What You. Did Last Summer, because 
I really get down and dirty. They really 
explore Ruby, too. My favorite moment 
is when I’m in the car with Julie 
McNiven, who plays Anna. We’re in 
the back seat with Jared and Jensen in 
the front. I'm huddled over to one side, 
because I don’t want to be close to her. 
It’s an angel and a demon in the back 
of a car, which is hilarious! ® 


“I [THINK] RUBY SEES A LOT 
OF POTENTIAL IN SAM. HE 
HAS SOMETHING SHE CAN 
NURTURE. IT’S ALMOST 
LIKE A MOTHER BEAR AND 
HER CUB [IN TERMS OF] ’ 
HOW PROTECTIVE SHE IS.” 


.attention to my job and do it the best 
way I can. I’m a theater-trained actor, 
a smart girl, and I've had many 
discussions with Eric and the producers 
about Ruby’s direction, and we’re all on 
the same page. And hey. I’d get pissed 
off if any girl came between those two 
guys. They’re gorgeous! 

I'm sure you protest when you have 
to kiss Jared! 

I know! I’m going to get roasted! I have 
a great sex scene with him [in I Know 
What You Did Last Summer], 


For whatever reason, some 
Supernatural fans really have 
issues accepting female characters. 

As I said. I’d hate anyone who got close 
to [Sam and Dean], too! I want them all 
to myselJl I was warned about the 
comments, though. Actually, I had 
a lot of Wildfire fans who were also 
Supernatural fans, write to me and say 
“Oh my gosh! We heard you were on 
Supernatural. Please don’t worry! 
They’re not going to like you!’’ I was 
really well aware of it, although I've 
never experienced it before. I just have 
to do my job and keep going. 


By the end of the episode Heaven 
And Hell, do you consider Ruby 
a friend or foe? 

At that point, Td say she’s a friend. 
Everyone is just incredibly shocked 
[Sam and Dean] don’t choose the angel 
side, not that she chooses the demon 
side instead. She’s not exactly huge fans 
of them eithei-. It really makes you think 
it’s not always black and white, or that 
good always wins. I know I'm gonna 


massacre this, but one of my favorite 
quotes is “Be kind to every person you 
meet, for every soul is engaged in a 
great battle." It’s the same going on 
here, where everyone is struggling, and 
there is no right or wrong. 


What's it been like working 
alongside Jared and Jensen? 

It’s like I was back on Wildfire, where 
the people were so much fun and we 
all laughed. It’s really nice and 
comfortable. I couldn’t ask for a better 
group of people. 


Have you fallen victim to any of 
their pranks? 

We always try and one-up each other. 
We make fun of each other a lot. They 
make fun of me by pretending they 
can’t see me because I'm so short. And 
anytime Jared takes his shirt off, 

I pretend I’m throwing up! 


How have you handled all the 
grueling late-night shoots? 

It’s been good. I like wqrking late. 



Making everything from ‘Wanted’ posters and weapons to those 
crazy motel rooms, production designer Jerry Wanek and his 
team create the look of Supernatural. 
|||H||H||HH||0iP The Official Supernatural Magazine 
' /I" talks to Wanek and company aboift 

creating killer | ^ 

Words: Nicholas Knight* 



I n any given episode of Supernatural, 
it's next to impossible to know for 
certain which scenes were filmed in 
the studio and which on location. Take 
the larger-than-life apocalyptic finale of 
season two, Ml Hell Breaks Loose Part 2, 
for example. How many of you could 
tell it wasn’t set outdoors, in a real 
cernetety? We saw them building that 
set, and we still forgot it was filmed in 
the studio when we first watched the 
episode. It was that well done, and that's 
a reflection of the show's high quality 
production design, as realized by the 
outstanding art department. 

Of course, it would be remiss not to 
mention the great contributions made 
by the locations department, property 
department, set decorators and painters, 
construction crew, and greens crew make 
to the various sets, but almost everything 
starts with designs that come out of the 
art department. For a glimpse at the 
detail that goes into this work, 
accompanying this article are examples 
of the art department's creativity, as 
provided by production designer Jerry 
Wanek, art director John Marcynuk, 
assistant art directors Robert Leader and 
Liz Goldwyn, graphic designers Lee Anne 
Elaschuk and Maiy-Ann C.Y Liu, and art 
department coordinator Suzie LeVogeur. 

One of the goals of a production 
designer is to give their show an 
appropriate yet distinct look. “The 
style that we tried for first and 
foremost was to be scary,” 

Wanek reflects. “All those dark 
places where people don't want 
to go - like the classic 
boogeyman in the closet - and 
then we extrapolated that to 
a point where it’s no longer safe 
to even be in the nicest house in 
suburbim We took our monsters 
out of the shadows and out of the 
places that were spooky to everybody 
and went into the safety of your own 
home. In the fourth season we've 
expanded our palette to enhance that 
feeling that no matter where you ard, 
you could be stalked by a ghost, 
a demon, or some other creature...” 

It’s obvious from watching the 
show that the art department 
takes great joy in their work. “The 
thing that makes Supernatural the 
most fun and the most exciting for 
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“YOU OPEN A MOTEL 
r»OOR AND YOU NE\n 
Snow WHAT YOU’RE 

going to find. 

everything YOU 







me is the fact that [creator] Eric Kripke, 
[executive producers] Bob Singer and Kim 
Manners, and [co-executive producei-] 

Phil Sgriccia [have always been] the most 
collaborative people on the planet. So 
often you get hired to do these things and 
then you get boxed in, but with Eric and 
his crew, it's basically, ‘Well, what do you 
think? What’s your take on this?' They 
saw what we were bringing to the table 
as an art department and they pretty 
much turned us loose. 

“I run my department much the same 
way. I’m very lucky to have John 
Marcynuk as my art director, I get the 
easy job of coming up with the goofy 
ideas, and then John makes them 
practical. John, Mary Ann, Lee Anne, 
Robert, Liz, Suzie, and [production 
assistant] Nadine Moser ail have input 
and great senses of humor. I want 
everybody to be a part of it and be proud 
of what they’re doing; it’s always been 
my way of doing things. I think there are 
no bad ideas; we just throw [thinp] out 
there. We’re very open-minded, and 
I that’s how we keep it fresh.” 

Probably the most notable result of 
this artistic freedom is the themed 
motels that appear in almost every 
episode. “People are really clued in to 
our motel designs,” states Wanek. "We're 
in these freakish small towns all the 
time, and if you travel across North 
America and you go through these little 
hamlets, there are always these weird- 
looking places. You open a motel door 
and you never know what you’re going 
to find. Everything you could possibly 
think of finding, we put it in there. I’m 
a big fan of quirky motels and quirky 
design anyway, and [around] the second 
episode we did a motel room where 
I thought I’d pushed it really fax, and 
I kind of sat back and watched the crew 
and watched Jared and Jensen come into 
the room... and no one reacted- Nothing. 
I was like, ‘Okay, we've gotta raise the 
bar here,' In our first season, somebody 
was trying to get us an overall deal with 
[the motel chain] Motel 6, so every 
episode would’ve had a Motel 6. 1 said, 
'Guys, you’re taking the heart out of 
this. You can't do that. I don’t care what 
you’re going to save [financially], it’s 
not going to be worth it, because here’s 
a real opportunity to give you that 
Americana kitsch that you can’t get on 
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any other show, and it could 
he a real trademark.’ These 
boys end up in a motel every 
episode, sometimes two, so 
it’s a real opportunity for us 
to give it a sense of place. 

It’s a lot of fun!” 

“I love working on the 
motels,” Elaschuk enthuses. 

“Jerry always gives us cool ideas to go 
with. For example, in season two we had 
what we call the trucker motel, and we did 
the mudflap girl portrait (on the partition) 
and little keytags of a black mudflap with 
the girl on it.” Wanek says it was one of 
his favorite motels. “The disco motel 
[in Provenance] was a lot of fun, too,” he 
adds, “because Phil Sgrlccia was directing 
that, and it was so over the top. When the 
boys come in, they just stop. Normally 
they just kind of go about their business, 
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Phil had them pause. They looked around, 
taking it all in, then they just shrugged 
and went about their business.” 

One of the extra touches that appear 
in every motel room are the postcards. 
“We do a different postcard for every 
motel,” Elaschuk confirms. “For example, 
if we're in a Missouri fishing lodge, on 
the postcard I’ll put a bait shop, cave 
tours, and a taxidermy service. Some of 
it we get pretty tongue-in-cheek, like 
when we were in Colorado and we did 


something about John 
Denver and the [song) 

‘Rocky Mountain High.” 
made this postcard where 
you have to spot how many 
John Denvers there are on 
it. It’s just some local flavor, 
stuff we do that adds that 
[extra] little layer.” 

Occasionally there are some motel 
rooms that don’t have any noticeable 
themes, like in Fresh Blood. “That 
motel room was essentially a killing 
floor for the boys,” Marcynuk points 
out. He was the production designer for 
season three’s first seven episodes while 
Wanek worked on another project, and 
he’s justifiably proud of this room. 

“I thought it looked great. The motel 
was way off the beaten path, they 
might have been the only occupants 
that night, and it was kind of a cold 
interrogation scene, so we tried to keep 


was carving up past victims was a very detaiied, 
textured environment. When we designed the cages 
that held Sam and the others, we used heavy steei 
strapping, and we had to make that menacing 
enough because these weren't ghosts or creatures 
I caging them, but human beings who had put our 
heroes in that position. 



\ “WE TOOIT'OUR 

monsters OU" 


monsters OUT ’ 




Harvelle’s Roadhouse 

"We wanted Harvelle's Roadhouse to look like it'd been there torever," Elaschuk 
shares. “So we did layers of photos, postcards, and matchbooks and stuff shoved 
into the cracks, and we wrote phone numbers on the wall. One of the fun things 
I did was I wrote postcards to Harvelle's and made actual stamps for them and 
postmarked them. The hunters would send a postcard like, 'We're having a great 
time in the Grand Canyon and we’re going to snag these vampires.' I also wrote 
postcards from disgruntled customers who’d come into Harvelle's, 'Your service 
was appallingkYou people ateye'rjWde.' Those were on the walls.” 


HARVELLE'S BURNED 


Monster Movie 

"Monster Movie was fun to do," Marcynuk exclaims. "I tend to think of my 
education in the industry as more of an old school art director - creating things 
traditionally without digital assistance. This episode permitted us to look at films 
from the 30s and 40s. Back then they built some fantastic sets and made some 
bold environments. Our dungeon at the end was an homage to many of the 
Frankenstein films of that time. Even the credits were thought of in terms of 
a period look by graphic designer Mary Anne Liu." 


it not so friendly. When you walked 
through it, it definitely felt like a place 
[where] a murder had heen committed. 
It wouldn’t have been the first time 
a murder had been committed in that 
room, either. It was the type of place 
where bad things happen." Whereas 
in Bad Day at Black Rock, he designed 
the room where Dean leaves Sam alone 
in what looks like a nice clean motel, 
where nothing bad could possibly 
happen... until it does. “We used the 
metaphor that Sam's in a bubble about 
to burst, so we had things like the 
screen with round details. There were 
mints on the pillows, the toilet paper 
folded neatly, the glasses sanitized... 

Of course, the bubble bursts, fire 
ensues, and Sam gets caught. That’s 
one of my favorite hotel rooms!” 

“Another iconic thing about 
Supernatural, something that's truly 
Americana that people identify with, are 
the diners,” comments Wanek. As with 
the postcards in the motel rooms, the 
graphic designers have fun creating the 
menu cards for the diner tables. “Eggs 
Benedict is not in the spellchecker,” 
Elaschuk informs, “so it was trying to 
replace Benedict with bandicoot and 
bayonet and all these hilarious words, so 
I made each menu card say something 
different. The extras who were sitting at 
the tables got to read menu cards that 
were really bizarre. We also put people’s 
names on the menus, like ‘Bob's Chilli.’ 

“Americana has a very specific look,” 
notes Elaschuk. “We always try to 
deliver that. Jerry is American and 
knows really well inside and out what 
rural America looks like. I was talking 
to some fans who were completely under 
the assumption Supernatural was made 
in the Midwest U.S-, and when they 
found out it was filmed in Vancouver 
they were blown away." 

“It's to a point of believafaility where 
our guest stars will go, ‘Wow!’" says 
Wanek. “Jared and Jensen have been veiy 
complimentary about our taking these sets 
to the point where they believe they’re in 
a crypt, dungeon, or whatever. That’s what 
we live for.” 

The one downside to creating such 
amazingly immersive sets is there’s no 
way everj^hing is going to make it onto 
film. “In pretty much every single 
episode something I loved designing 
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doesn’t get seen,” Wanek reveaJs. 

“I think if you’re a designer and you 
don’t feel that way, you're probably in 
the wrong job. I don’t watch dailies 
anymore. I might take a peek, but 
I won’t really look at them because 
I don’t want to go on what you don’t see. 
Early on in my career, I was watching 
a show that I was really proud of, and it 
was like, ‘Oh, man, they didn’t see this’ or 
‘They didn't see that.' I really didn't want 


to get into the mindset of ‘They’re not 
going to see it anyway, why take it this 
far?’ As soon as you do that, they’re going 
to focus on the comer you didn’t finish, 
and then you’re going to feel like a jerk. 

“Once in my career, my crew and I did 
this great spaceship for [director] John 
Woo for the film Lost In Space. He set up 
this shot where we went through every 
inch of the spaceship in one elaborately 
choreographed steadicam shot, and he 
did these 360-degree turns 
[that were] very operatic. 

It was just beautiful. I said, 
'John, thank you so much.' He 
goes, ‘Well, you worked very 
hard. It is my job to show your 
work.’ It almost brought me to 
tears. That meant a lot to me as 
an artist, but that was a different 
situation - he had the opportunity 




to introduce this whole new universe, 
whereas on our show a lot of times it’s 
what you don’t see that is the scariest, so 
we’re always going to have dark corners 
and things in shadows. I accepted that 
when we started this, but you can’t help 
but be remiss about what viewers don’t 
see, especially for the amount of work 
we put into it and time we spend on it." 

“We know we have a lot of diehard 
fans out there that love to see the little 
stuff,” notes Elaschuk. “Even though 
they may not see the level of detail we put 
into it, it’s there, and our cast and crew 
know it’s there, so it helps get them more 
into the sense of where we are in an 
episode. We really try and get the details 
right - and it’s also a lot of fiin for us. ” 

Another thing that's a lot of fun for 
the department is using friends’ tuid co- 
workers’ names, as well as their own, on 
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everything from business signs to 
“Wanted" posters, “Absolutely," Elaschuk 
admits, “we do that everywhere. Really 
keen-eyed fans probably notice names 
repeating. I've been a doctor, an author, 
had my name on certificates and 
newspaper columns, and most of the 
things we put names on. I don’t like to 
use my own name for headstones, 
obituaries, or hospital patient lists, or 
morgue drawer tags. For me, that’s a jinx 
- I don't do that." It's funny, because 
some people love that - they say, 'Use my 
name on the morgue drawer!’ I’ve put 
friends’ names on headstones because 
they've asked me to!” 


In season one fans noticed when 
‘The Krip’ was used on a car’s license 
plate in Provenance, and now in season 
four, the art department has done 
another memorable shout-out to creator 
Eric Kripke. “On the big metal door to 
Bobby’s panic room, we stamped in the 
name of Eric’s grandfather’s steel 
company," Wanek reveals. “It's a nice 
thing for Eric." 

Elaschuk loves it when the fans pick 
up on these elements. “Tell the fans to 
look for the little stuff, ’’ she instructs, 
“because we’re always putting it in 
there for them. Have fun looking for 
clues, like in Bad Day At Black Rock 


we put clues of the rabbit’s foot, 
basically anything to do with rabbits, 
layered throughout the episode. Always 
look for the little things, because 
they’re there - we make them in the 
art department.” 

“I like some of the little touches such 
as the "No Hunting” sign at the 
beginning of Family Remains as Sam 
and Dean take a break in the Iropala,” 
Marcynuk notes. “Subtle irony. 

'“! believe the show stands out as 
you’re flipping through the dial. We’re 
creating some wonderful pieces of art 
that will exist essentially forever as long 
as you have DVDs of the show,” ® 


Family Remains 

John Marcynuk discusses what made 
working on the season four episode 
Family Remains memorabie... “Another 
interesting episode,” he remarks. "We 
ended up buiidlng a great deal of the 
house. There were a lot of [what we 
cail] small 'process' sets: dumbwaiters, 
basements, crawispaces, closets, 
bedrooms, tunnels, and between-the 
-wall sets. It was intended to be 
a olaustrophobic environment. Essentially, 
it was to all be in the same house, but 
we couldn’t find a location that would 
work. We built the bulk of that house over 
three stages and shot it on a very difficult 
schedule. There were a few head-banging 
instances in the sets, as they were only 
around 4-5 feet high. Full of dirt, dust and 
dead things. Nasty!" 






^^hafs aSupeniatitra/ 
m convention like? Well, 

M K there’s lines of fans. 

Lack of sleep (who 

W W needs it?). More lines. 

La« of fo * (who has time to eat?) Even 
more lines. Running into old friends. 

In lines. Making new friends. In lines. 
Moments of teeth-gnashing frustration 
(“Damn lines!”) followed by moments 
of giddy euphoria (“Oh, that’s what’s 
at the end of this line!”) 

Creation Entertaiment marked the 
one-year anniversary of North American 
Siipernofural fan conventions this past 
November with their Salute to 
Supernatural in Chicago. While several 


t fan gatherings predated it, the Chicago 
convention in 2007 was the first time 


Jared and Jensen were in attendance at 
a con together. The one-year marker saw 
an even larger turnout than the first 
(between 800 and 1,000 Supernatural 
fans), evidence that the fandom is alive, 
well, and on the move... 

We arrived at the hotel on Thursday 
to find everyone already in the 
Supernatural spirit, including the hotel 
restaurant, which offered a special 
Supernatural Menu. Fans were tempted 
to take a bite of the hot and juicy Jensen 
Ackles Filet (not made of actual Jensen 
Ackles, we should point out!) or vanquish 
the Evil Demon Penne Pasta. (When we 
talked to musical guest Jason Manns on 
Saturday, he confessed to finishing an 
appropriately large Jared Burger, and the 
Supernatural Corned Beef Sandwich.) 
That night we gathered in the bar to 


watch the latest episode, which the 
hotel wisely had playing on every screen. 
Thirsty after all that gasping and 
cheering? Many an assembled fan found 
themselves sipping a satisfying Sam-tini 
or Dean-a-Rita, or of course, an ever- 
popular Purple Nurple. 

The convention kicked off with actor 
Gabriel Tigerman, who made psychic 
kid Andy one of Supernatural’s most 
memorable guest characters. We sat 
down with him in the “green room” 
after his audience Q&A to get his 
thoughts on conventions and meeting 
fans. The green room (rarely actually 
green) is where the actors hang out 
between their appearances, have a bite 
to eat, autograph many, many 8x10 
glossies, and catch up with their former 
castmates. Even actors who never 
appeared in the same episode or season 
as each other know each other through 
conventions and the small world that is 
the Vancouver film industry, and our 
interviews were frequently put on hold 
for hugs as they greeted each other like 
old friends. That’s one of the most 
striking things about the convention 
experience. It brings people together 
- stars, as well as fans. 

“It’s a little bit surprising,” Gabe 
told us. “As an actor, you go on 
auditions, you get the job, you watch it 
and that’s kind of it. You don’t see the 
fan response. With my first experience 
I got a little shy and self-conscious 
about the whole thing. It’s so great to 
see that something you were a part of 
affected people.” 



Gabe was also a little shy about 
driving the Impala, which Dean 
not so willingly gave to his 
character Andy. “That car is really 
pristine - if you notice, I drive 
away so slowly. I was so nervous!” 

In addition to actors, the 
fandom has adopted its own 
official musicians, who are now 
veterans of sevenJ conventions. . 

Both Steve Carlson and Jason 
Manns have had songs featured 
in episodes of the show, thanks to 7^ 
Jensen’s habit of playing his friends’ 

CDs in his trailer and Eric Kripke’p good 
ear for music. Steve entertained with 
a concert on Friday night, and Jason on 
Saturday, with fans happily singing and 
clapping along. When we caught up 
with them later, they were both 
enthusiastic about the , 

Supernatural fans and how much 
they enjoy meeting them. So 
much so, in fact, that the last 
song Jason played, “I Do It For 
You,” was written specifically to thank 
the fans for their support. 

After a Q&A with Steve, it was 
Richard Speight Jr.’s turn onstage, best- 
known of course as the wily Trickster. 
Richard quickly became a new fan 
favorite, regaling the audience with his 
encounter with Jai'ed’s coffee-stealing 
dogs, and fielding questions from Gabriel 
Tigerman’s adorable young niece. He also 
revealed he didn’t have much sympathy 
for Jensen filming his fight scene in Tall 
Tales: “He was getting punched by girls 

• ■ ■' as not weeping for him...” 
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Steve’s concert was a perfect ending 
to the Friday leg of the convention. As 
fans and guests ^dike headed to the hotel 
bar afterward, they came across what 
turned out to be a very Supernatural 
karaoke session. Fhns took turns singing 
classic rock like AC/DC and Led 
Zeppelin, Steve Carlson rendered 
a sultry version of “Feel Like Makin’ 
Love”, and Chad Lindberg, aka mulleted 
Roadhouse genius Ash, closed the 
evening and the bar with, appropriately 
enough, “Closing Time.” 

Samantha Smith, otherwise known as 
the Winchester boys’ mom, Mary, kicked 
off proceedings on Saturday with her 
Q&A. One of the first things we found 
out is that she’s a fan of the show herself, 
though she only watches it in the 
daytime - it’s way too scary for her 


“IT’S A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE _ 
TO WALK INTO A ROOM WITH 
THAT MANY PEOPLE AND 
NOT HAVE TO WIN 
THEM OVER...” 

- SAMANTHA SMITH 


otherwise. When we talked to her later 
on, it was clear she doesn’t approve of 
some of her peers who look down on 
the medium. 

“I love watching TV - some actors 
are like, T don’t even have 
a TV’ How are you supposed to know 
what you’re doing unless you do? I 
watched FVierads and Prosier 
to learn how to do sitcoms, and try to 
see every show at least once so 
I know the genre and tone when 


I audition. As a professional, it’s [reallyj 
my homework.” 

We also got her take on what we 
found out is her first Supernatural 
convention. Sam was blown away by 
how knowledgeable the fans are, and 
confesses to being nervous that the fans 
would quiz her once she admitted to 
being a fan herself. It turned out she 
didn’t need to worry. 

“It’s a unique experience to walk into 
a room with that many people and not 
have to win them over... They seem very 
impressed by how maternal Mary is. 

Which is flattering to me, because that’s 
what she’s supposed to be. Mary becomes 
iconic in the boys’ life as a symbol of good 
in all the evil they [encounter]. I have this 
ripple effect, even though I’m not there." 

It would seem Samantha had only 
one regret when it came to the show, 
in terms of her scenes with her screen 
husband, the handsome Jeffrey Dean 
Morgan: “Sadiy, [there was] no kissing!” 
she joked on stage. 

This was also the first convention for 
Charles Malik Whitfield, who played the 
late Agent Victor Henriksen. When asked 
if it was daunting to get up on stage to 
face the fans, Malik’s answer was swift 
Eind unequivocal. 




“It’s kind of like hanging out with 
family. Taking on a character, it becomes 
a very intimate and passionate part of 
you, and it’s a lot of fun to interact with 
fans and get their perspective on things.’’ 

Near the end of the day, we had 
a chance to grab Chad Lindberg, by now 
a convention veteran since his show 
debut at the start of season two. Chad 
was gracious and giving, happy to talk 
with fans who stopped him in the lobby, 
and he even donned a pink feather 
boa for a photo op with one of his most 
passionate fans, not to mention 
a muUeted trucker cap on stage that 
his little nephew Ivan refused to put on! 

Saturday closed out with Jason 
Meuin’s concert, and the lucky Gold 
Ticket holders then headed downstairs 
for the now traditional Creation dessert 
party with Gabriel, Richard, Chad, 
Samantha, Malik and Jason. If you’ve 
never been to one of these events, they 
c£ui take a bit of getting used to. Each 
guest comes to your table to chat for 


HANGING OUT WITH 
FAMILY.” - CHARLES 
MATJKWHITFIE 
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THETRDVUUM'iVEl.Y 
NAMED “J & J 
SANDWICH” IS 
A FAVORITE POSE...” 


[roughly] two minutes. It’s 
sort of like speed dating with 
the stars, if you like. This 
experience can be either 
awkward or raucous, though 
it tends toward the latter, 
with stars and fans sharing 
chocolatey confections and 
a cash bar. In between chats, 
fans scoped out the room where 
Jared and Jensen will appear 
the next morning. Which is the 
best table?; how early in the 
morning is early enough?; how 
important is sleep anyway? As 
it tui-ned out, for many sleep 
isn’t a consideration at all, and 
“early enough” meant getting 
in line for breakfast before the 
dessert party even ended. 

That’s right. More than 
a few intrepid people decide to 
make a night of it. [7n on effort 
to make the all night waiting 
no longer necessary. Creation 
began a new system of assigning tables 
for the breakfast when people sign up for 
their seats for next year. - Ed] They began 
lining up around midnight, in pajamas 
and slippers, with pillows and blankets 
and laptops, watching episodes of 
Supernatural in between cat naps. Chad 
Lindberg walked by at 1AM, remarking 
on the long line of people already 
waiting. A few minutes later he 
reappeared with a video camera to film 
the line - a wonderful instance of the 
actors turning the tables on the fans. 

The hotel hallway soon became 


Throughout the night people came and 
went in shifts so each could grab a few 
hours’ sleep. Others stumbled 
downstairs at SAM, astonished to see 
the already long line, by then snaking 
up the stairs and winding through 
the lobby. At the head of the line was 
a multi-generational group from 
Maryland -- two sisters, their mother, 
and one of her granddaughters. Another 
fan was celebrating her 16th birthday 
by sleeping in a hallway, time well spent 
as far as she was concerned. 

Finally, at 8:30AM, the doors opened. 
Carafes of colfee were already on the 
tables and the bleary fans began stoking 
up on caffeine, even as they were being 
jump-started with a jolt of adrenaline 
- Jared and Jensen would be there soon! 

During the post-breakfast lull we 
waited - staring at the two microphones 
side by side on the stage (one 
taicrophone is set up much taUer than 
the other - part of an ongoing joke 
about Jared’s height) as if somehow 
staring would make something happen. 
We watched doors, looking for some 
teOtale sign that they were getting 
closer to bringing in “the boys” (as 
everyone calls them). The only calm 
people in the room were the waiting 
staff, quietly, efficiently going about 
their business. A person on the other 
side of the hall clapped and heads whip 
around. People fidgeted, checked their 
cameras, picked up and then dropped 
threads of conversation that were going 
nowhere. At 10:02AM precisely 
a table somewhere off in the corner 
began a muted stamping of feet and 


Photos: Elizabeth Sisson 
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really look like home. The second thing was 
the great music. By the third disc, I was res 
enjoying the obemistry between the two 
brothers. The creators couldn’t have fbund 
more perfect actors fOr thla show. Jared 
Padaleckl and Jensen Ackles really click, aj 
it shows. Th^ gave the ahow that last little 
kick it needed to taroek it into a oiagg all by 
itself. 


I felt compelled to write because I’m the last 
person anyone thought would like 
Snpemstiirai. I recently had a terrible thing 
happen to me, and was in a pretty bad place. 

I was toiiriDg to my sister Jessica, and told 
her 1 was going to go rent something to help 
get my minit off of things. She and 1 have polar 
opposite tastes, even though we’re very close. 
She thinks I’m a TV and movie snobi 
Hesitantly, she mentioned a show she loved 
called Supematural. 1 didn’t know much about 
it. I’d seen it on the channel listings while 
surfing for something to watch, and that was 
about it. I love ecary movies, so 
I rented the first three discs of season one. I 
In the past, I’d tried to catch other getus | 


! rest of the 
f the end of 


officially hooked. She just laughed tJiia 
“1 had a feeling" laugh. Not only did the show 
help me get my mind off reality fOr 
a while, but l also discovered a great dynamic 
in an imerqiected place. The show’s smart, 
sexy, funny, and scary. It’s helped sister 
and I connect in a way we never have before, 
rve also watched the epeolal features, 
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so of stilted dialogue, seta, and music before 1 
changed the channel. After watching the first 
fbw episodes of Supematural, the first thing 
that stood out for me was the look of the show. 
I loved the “road” ibeling I got from it, I grew 
iqi in rural Oklahoma, so a lot of the locatioiis 
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I just finished reading Supematural 
Magaaine #7 and I’m not going to go on about 
how great the magazine is - we all already 
know that, same with the writers of both the 
show and Jared and Jensen’s hard work 
(and 1 love hearing about the pranks!) 

I wanted to give Jensen some love for the 

yellow fever episode. Jensen screaming like 

a girl Cl sWli can’t Ijelieve that yell came out 
of his mouth!) end t*iat “Bye Of The Tiger” 
music video with Jensen had me on the floor 
laughing roy butt off (and I’m sure it will for j 

many yearsto come). Great job! I’d also like 

to give some love to the Supernatural writers f 
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enjoyed having a “Halloween” all month 
long, especially with the black and white 
Monster Movie} 

As for my main reason for writing, yon 
guys usually list the songs from the Classic 
Episode in each magazine, so I thought I’d 
write In and request if yon oould make a list 
of all the songs on the show, then 1 decided 
against it. Well, when I opened issue #7, 

I was quite happy to see a Supematural 
music Top 10 [“Driver Picks The Music...”, 
Supematural Magasine #7] 1 1 want to say 
a big thanks for helping me figure out the 
titles of some songs I’ve liked since I was 
a kid. So thank you Supematural - for the 
music, a weekly horror fix, and a great 
magazine to read in betweeni 
Kim Marie, Yonkers, NY, via email 
Flattery will get you everywhere, Kim! 
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clinking of glasses. You got the feeling 
we’d all be holding up lighters soon... 
And then it stopped. 

Several large security guards made 
their very large presences felt. Adam 
Malin, the founder of Creation 
Entertainment, took the stage and 
teased us all by not bringing Jared and 
Jensen on yet. Instead, he found out 
where people were from. Australia, 
Singapore, Japan, Israel, Sweden, 
Germany, Great Britain, Ceinada - we 
came from all over the world just to he 
there, in that moment. Then - finally 
- Jared and Jensen were in and the 
room and the crowd erupted in 
applause. Lost sleep was forgotten as 
cameras flashed from all sides. The 
boys were back in town! 

For some people, the con was just 
a blur after that. They would need to go 
back to their own pictures to remember 
what was going on. And there was a lot 
going on. Breakfast was over far too 
soon, and then it was time for photo- 
ops. The provocatively named “J & J 
Sandwich" is a favorite pose, as fans 
squeezed in between the hoys with 
eeir-to-ear smiles. One woman had 


Australian akubraa (think Down Under 
cowboy hats) that had journeyed half 
way around the world, passed through 
customs in Brisbane, LA, Vancouver, 
Toronto, and Chicago before reaching 
Jared and Jensen, who were clearly 
thrilled with the gifts. 

Another fan burst into tears when 
she saw Jensen, prompting Jared to put 
his hand over his co-star’s face 
and jokingly advise, "Just 
don’t look at him, he’s ugly!” 
The impromptu humor 
worked, and soon the fan was 
wrapped up in two sets of long 
Texan arms. 

Nerves were also in 
evidence during the Q&A, with 
first Jared, then Jensen, and 
even both of them together 
taking questions from the 
fans. Typically for the 
pranking duo, Jared tried to 
pass Jensen a microphone that 
had been up his nose and in 
his armpit - but Jensen knew 
better than to take it! One fan 
walked up to the stage to ask 
Jared a question and froze, too 
overcome to speak. After 
several unsuccessful tries, she 
gave up and turned to go back 
to her seat. Before she could 
get there, Jared hopped off the 
stage to give her a hug, while 
the audience broke out into 
a chorus of "Awwwww. "In 


Jared’s accident-prone style, however, 
his climb hack on the stage wasn’t 
quite as graceful! Where w^ls that 
stunt double? Meanwhile, Jensen 
almost pulled “a hammy," re-enacting 
that “Eye of the Tiger” air guitar 
performance on his leg! 

It was all over too soon. Jared 
and Jensen were on a plane back to 
Vancouver, and things were quiet, the 
halls noticeably emptier. Fans curled 
up on lobby couches to compare photo 
ops and take group pictures, and tired 
smiles were on everyone’s faces. The 
bodyguards were the last to leave. 

A few fans stopped them in the lobby 
on their way out to chat, eager for 
their own bits of behind-the-scenes 
information. Fans from all over the 
world reluctantly said goodbye, 
clutching souvenirs of their experience, 
but taking home so many intangible 
souvenirs as well. The next day, from 
across an ocean, one fan blogged online 
about the con. “I haven’t cut the 
wristband off yet,” they reveal. "1 guess 
that means it isn’t over.” 

For more information about 
upcoming Salute to Supernatural 
conventions, see the web site 
www.creationent.com/calendar.htm. 
Look out for our exclusive 
interviews with some of the actors 
who appeared at the convention 
in upcoming issues of the 
magazine! S' 






lUs season of Sapenatural is going In sucli 
agreatdlrectian, it’s the best yeti Ican’t 
wait until It’s on each week - it keeps me on 
the edge of my seat. I love Genevieve 
Cortese, who's playing Ruby tiiin season. 

She really plays the part well, and fits the 
role to a tee, I used to watch her on Wildfire 
and loved her on it, but tniA role is so much 
better for herf Great ehoioel 


I will also never be able to hear “Eye 
Of The Tiger” again without thinking of 
Dean’s little performance thin season. 

It was hirsterical - 1 loved iti 
Vanessa, Lynn, MA, via email 
With hundreds of thousands of views 
on a certain video sharing sHe, we don't 
think you're alone in loving Jensen's 
impromptu performance, Vanessa! 


POSS/BIE EXPlAmT/Oti 

As with most haunting cases, it's possible that the events could 
have been down to simple hysteria, hearsay, or even fakery. 


sufernaturai. 


5 bring you a tale 
at night. This 
Rectory... 


Imagine you've just moved into a house that has 
a reputation for being haunted. You're cleaning out 
a closet and you find a package. When you unwrap 
it you find the skull of a young woman... With 
events such as these in its history, It's not surprising 
the Borley Rectory earned its title of 'The Most 
Haunted House in England.' 

Built in 1 863 in Borley, Essex, on the site of an 
old Benedictine Monastery, strange things started 
happening soon afterward, with locals reporting 
hearing strange noises and footsteps. It wasn't until 
1885, however, that the first ghost was sighted: four 
sisters saw the figure of a nun, who vanished when 
they tried to talk to her. The apparition was seen 
many times afterward in the area. 

The nun was only the beginning of the Borley 
haunlings. From the date the building was constructed 
was destroyed by fire in 1939 (it was demolished 
five years later), the Rectory was a hotbed of ghostly 
happenings. A phantom coach and horses were seen 
several times in the grounds, with some witnesses 
claiming it was being driven by two headless 
horsemen. Servants' bells would ring in the house, 
even though the ropes had been cut. There were 
unexplained lights, footsteps, shattered windows, 
wall writing, and evidence of a poltergeist. The events 
weren't restricted to one family, either; the hauntings 
continued through many years and many residents. 

On October 2, 1928, Rev. Guy Eric Smitri moved 
into the house. The next day, his wife found the skull 
in the closet. Not long afterward, the couple went to 
a newspaper to discuss the haunting. After a series of 
articles on the spooky goings-on, the resullanl publicity 
lured paranormal researcher Harry Price in to investigate 
the building. He went on to write two books about the 
Rectory, and his findings caught the public's attention. 

When the Smiths moved out - irritated by all the 
attention. Ironically - the Rev. Uonel Foyster, his wife 
Marianne, and daughter Adelaide took up residence. 
They were soon terrorized; the more threatening events 
included Marianne claiming to have been thrown from 
her bed and Adelaide being locked in a room that had 
no key. Two attempts at an exorcism tailed; the 
Reverend was even hit by a rock during one, but nobody 
knew who threw It. Eventually the Foyslers moved out, 
and the house remained empty until its destruction. 

Controversy reigns to this day about the events, not 
helped by the fact that Harry Price's research has been 
questioned and the paranormal events described by him 
debunked- Doubt has also been cast on the veracity 
of Marianne Foyster's account. However, the simple 
fact that Borley Rectory was considered to be haumed 
for almost 75 years of its existence, with mysterious 
happenings being chronicled through several sets of 
residents as well as by visitors, and that the phenomena 
occurred whether Price and Foyster were around or not. 
Those facts would seem to validate the supposition that 
it really was the most haunted house in England. 




/> tja/ye<L artei- ihe bofusy Rectory. 
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stunt coordinator Lou Bollo f 
on the tricks of the trade! 


Jared and Jensen on 
facing Armageddon. 








Who you 
gom^all? 

Vampire making your life suck? Spirits 
spooking you? Poltergeist throwing things? 
Whatever your unexplained phenomena, the 
Winchester brothers are on hand to help... 


Dear Sam and Dean, 

Some of the students in my sorority are convinced that if you play 
certain songs backward you can hear messages from the Devil. 
They're into all sorts of weirdo rock music and I’m sick of hearing 
Hiem try. Can you settle the argument once and for all? 

Tbmmy Qemea, Chicago, IL 

Sam says: “The process you’re talking about is called 
'backmosking.' Some bands do use it to insert secret 
* messages into their songs, like subliminal messegcs, and 


V some have been accused of inciting people to worship Satan, 
but like many things, it’s all subjective. Ftor instance, rumor 

has it that the Led Zeppelin song 'Stairway To Heaven’ 
contains the backward lyrics ‘Here’s to my sweet Satan,’ but if you listen, 
you’ll find it’s simply a lot of gibberish." 



V' SUPERNATURAL 


Sam says: “It's hard to tell exactly what’s 

by and running our EMF meter over them 
to check for electro-magnetic energy - a sure 
sign that something supernatural is going 
on. It's probably just kids having some fun, 
though. Perhaps you should invest in some night-vision 

camei-as can be bandy if you want a stakeout, too. It 
might also be a good idea to take some photos of the 
designs, just so you can check they're nothing mystical. 
You can’t be too careful.” 

Dean says: “I've always thought that if 
aliens were gonna visit Earth they’d think of 

better things to do that draw pretty 
patterns in grass. I mean, come on - they’d hit 
Vegas, wouldn't they? Or they'd blast the 
White House to smithereens. Or disguise 

hot sex with Earth girls. Corn? Who carB8?l’’ 


Dean says: “Wait a minute - what kind of ‘weirdo rock music’ are 
we talking about here, Tammy? Everybody from The 
, Beatles to AC/DC have been accused of this. You could be 

dismissing some great stuff just because your friends 
1 “iv ^ joking around! Although the songs sound a lot 

belter played forward rather than backward, obviously...” 


